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officials, team 

^ AMMAN (Petra I — His Royal 
-r Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Wednesday met with 
executive committee members of 
the Tae-Kv-on-Do and Karate 
Federation and listened to their 
views and urged them to exert 
further efforts in order to develop 
these games ami further promote 
their standard. The Crown Prince 
also met with the Jordan national 
team that won the Arab Coopera- 
tion Council marathon cham- 
pionship held in Baghdad and 
congratulated the winners. 

U.M. revives 
Gulf peace bid 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
U.N. Secretary-Genera! Javier 
Perez de Cuellar is to contact to 
;tran and Iraq to propose a two- 
month session of direct talkc 
aimed at clearing the way for a 
permanent peace settlement be- 
tween them. Perez de Cuellar 
outlined his proposal for another 
round of Iran-Iraq talks during 
private Security Council consulta- 
tions on Tuesday, but refused to 
provide details or a timetable. 
The 15-member Security Council 
issued a statement expressing 
support for Perez de Cuellar's 
efforts to restart the negotiations 
that bogged down in August 1988 
soon after they began in Geneva. 
Perez de Cuellar and his spedai 
jjuvoy. Swedish Ambassador Jan 
K. E-Hasson, have been unsuc- 
cessful in efforts to break the 
deadlock. 

Gandfri party heads 
for defeat 

NEW DELHI (R) — Former 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi's Congress Party appeared 
headed for a crushing defeat 
Wednesday in state elections 
marred by "vote-rigging and wide- 
spread violence that lulled nearly 
100 people (see page 8j. Votes 
were cast on Tuesday for eight of 
the country's 25 state assemblies. 
^Eariy voting trends showed Gan- 
dhi's party, which controlled all 
eight stares, was being routed. 

Etfansgiss decrees 
ceasefire 

MANAGUA fR) — Nicaragua's 
Sandinisra government ordered 
an imm ediate ceasefire in the war 
with the U.S. -backed contras 
Wednesday, adding to the press- 
ure to disband the rebei forces. 
“The president of the republic 
has derided to order from today a 
unilateral bait :o offensive milit- 
ary operations with the aim that 
the counter-revolutionary forces 
demobilise immediately.” said a 
statement from President Daniel 
Ortega’s office broadcast on pro- 
goverorr.ent Voice of Nicaragua 
radio Ortega, whose leftist San- 
dioisras were crushed in Sunday's 
onils. has made dear that dis- 
yfeading contra forces based in 
Honduras is a key condition for a 
peaceful transition to the new 
"government on April 25 (see page 
8 ). 

Israel devalues 
sfoekeS 

TEL AVIV (Rj — The Israeli 
shekel will be devalued by around 
six per cent, effective on March 1, 
to boost the economy and curb 
inflation. Finance Minister Shi- 
mon Peres announced Wednes- 
day. He said that at the start of 
business on Friday the shekel 
would be pegged a: 2. 18S per cent 
unit of a doliar-domiaated basket 
of currencies. Its exchange rate 
against individual currencies 
would be fixed later in the day, he 
„ said. Israel’s last devaluation was 
in June 1589. when the shekel 
was devalued by 4.2 per cent to 
1014 to te dollar. 

Washington mayor 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
mayor of Washington, Marion 
Barry, pleaded not guilty 
Wednesday in federal court here 
is right drug-related criminal 
marges. U.S. District Court 
fudge Thomas Jackson set June 4 
loi a tria: date after Barry’s 
lawyer R. Kenneth Mundy en- 
tered the pleas for the mayor to 
5ve charges of cocaine use in 
1988 and 1989 and three charges 
of lying to a federal grand jury 
that he never used drugs. 


King arrives /n Abg Dhab[ 

Jordan and 'Qatar call 
for Arab summit on 
Soviet immigration - 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — IBs 
Majesty King Hussein arrived in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Wednesday as part of a 
Gulf tour to discuss bilateral rela- 
tions, the latest developments in 
the region and means to arrive at 
a unified Arab response to the 
exodus of Soviet Jews to Israel. 

Just before the King arrived 
from Qatar. Moscow's ambassa- 
dor to the UAE assured Arabs 
the Soviet Union would work to 
prevent the Jewish emigres from 
settling in die Israeli -occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

A Qatari official said King 
Hussein and Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Hamad AJ Tbani had called 
Wednesday for an urgent Arab 
summit on the influx of Soviet 
Jews to Israel. 

The Qatari News Agency 
(QNA) quoted the official as 
saying they wanted the meeting 
iO adopt a “serious and effective 
position that responds to the pre- 
sent dangers.” 

Sheikh Khalif a told King Hus- 
sein that the leaders of France 
and Britain support the Arab 
stand against the influx of Soviet 
Jews into Israel, the news agency 


said. 

The agency, quoting a high- 
level Qatari official, said Sheikh 
Khalifa communicated the out- 
come of his talks with French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
and British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher particularly on the 
issue of Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion. 

The emir “relayed to His 
Majesty their understanding and 
support of the Arab point of 
view,” added the source. 

The Saudi newspaper AJ Sharq 
A! Aswat quoted sources in Cairo 
on Tuesday as saying the summit 
could follow Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak’s visit to Moscow 
on March 19 to discuss die Arab 
concern with Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The official UAE news agency 
WAM said Ambassador Felix 
Fedotov bad visited UAE Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign Affairs 
Rashid Abdnallab AJ Nuaimi to 
affirm that Moscow would 
cooperate with Arab states to 
.prevent a settlement in the occu- 
pied lands. 

The Qatari official did not give 
a date for the s ummi t which 


would be the first meeting of the 
beads of state of the 22-member 
Arab League since last August. 

The Qatari News Agency said 
King Hussein and Sheikh Khalifa 
accused Israel of planning to set- 
tle Jewish emigrants from the 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

“This illegal act is bound to 
seriously complicate efforts to 
reach a comprehensive and last- 
ing settlement to the Middle East 
issue and represents an aggres- 
aon on Pales tinian rights and a 
threat to national Arab security," 
the agency, received in Cyprus, 
quoted the official as saying. 

Israel expects up to half a 
million Soviet Jews to arrive in 
the country in the next five years. 

The King, who is accompanied 
by Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran. Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Political Advi- 
sor Adnan Abu Odeh and Fore- 
ign Minister Marwan AJ Qasem, 
was received upon arrival here by 
UAE President Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan and 
senior officials. 


Palestinians strike to protest 
colsnre of universities 


OCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians in 
Arab Jerusalem and the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip held a 
general strike Wednesday to pro- 
test at Israel’s continued closure 
of Palestinian universities. 

Ignoring Arab and Western 
protests, Israel announced on 
Tuesday that it would keep the 
six universities in the occupied 
territories closed for at least three 
more months. They 'were shut 
shortly after the Palestinian upris- 
ing erupted in December 1987. 

Israel gave permission to 14 
community colleges in the West 
Bank to resume dasses. 

Palestinians said merchants 
kept their shops closed and trans- 
port came to a bait in accordance 
with the strike call by under- 
ground leaders of the uprising. 


Hundreds of Palestinians in a 
West Bank village trampled, 
kicked and beat to death an Arab 
suspected of collaborating with 
Israel, residents said on 
Wednesday. 

The killing of AH Asad Nasas- 
rah, 42, cm Tuesday in Beit Funk 
village near Nablus dty was the 
second reported mob lynching in 
the 26-month-old revolt against 
Israeli occupation. 

Residents said masked men 
carrying knives and axes 
abducted Nasasrah, banished 
from Beit Funk in 1969 on suspi- 
rion he helped Israeli authorities, 
while he was in the village visiting 
an aunt. 

On Tuesday, about 200 Palesti- 
nian youths were detained by 
Israeli troops in the West Bank 
town of RamaHah after a fire- 


bomb was thrown at a parked car, 
reports said. The car, which had 
Israeli licence plates, was not 
damaged, they said. 

Military officials who insisted 
on anonymity confirmed the inci- 
dent hut declined to say how 
many youths were taken into 
custody. 

Several hundred students 
staged sit-down demonstrations 
outside three offices of the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) to protest con- 
tinued Israeli closure of Palesti- 
nian universities. 

The protests in Arab Jerusalem 
and Ramall ah passed without in- 
cident, authorities said. The de* 
monstrati on in Bethlehem was 


(Conti nurd from page 5) 


Arab American concerns are 
beard in Congress, says Dole 


By Rosalind Mandine 

WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Arab .Americans are getting their 
voices beard and are ch ang i ng 
attitudes about issues of concern 
to their community in the U.S. 
Congress. Senator Robert Dole 
told the eighth annual National 
Association of Arab Americans 
(NAAA) lobbying campaign and 
political action conference 
Tuesday. 

“I believe you’ve made this 
much progress — the issues of 
your special concern are finally 
beginning to show up. on scopes 
around Capitol Hill and around” 
Washington, Dole told NAAA 
participants in a luncheon 
address. Dole is a Republican 
from Kansas and the Senate 
minority leader. 


Conference participants spent 
the day on Capitol Hill lobbying 
members of Congress and their 
staff on issues of concern. 

In bis address. Dole discussed 
foreign aid, Lebanon and the 
peace process — issues NAAA 
participants highlighted in their 
other meetings as well. 

Dole reaffirmed bis proposal to 
cut levels of foreign aid to ear- 
marked countries, such as Israel 
and Egypt, by five per cent. “I 
hope that those of you who might 
see merit in what I have sug- 
gested will be active and aggres- 
sive in making your views 
known,” he said. 

On the peace process, Dote 
said, “It is time for all parties to 
quit stalling an d nit-picking — 
and start negotiating... we have 
negotiations and elections all 


over tiie world — must the Mid- 
dle East be last?” 

Dole stressed that the United 
States “must see Lebanon as an 
important focus of our security 
attention — and not just a 
‘sideshow' to a broader Middle 
East settlement." Dole said he 
supports the appointment of a 
special envoy to Lebanon and 
called for the removal of all fore- 
ign forces from Lebanon. 

Other members of Congress 
who attended the lunch included: 
Representatives Mary Rose 
Oakar, Democrat from Ohio; 
Nick Joe RahaU, Democrat from 
West Virginia; David Obey, 
Democrat from Wisconsin; 
Gerald So loman. Republican 
from New York; Sherwood 

(Continued Gram page 3) 


Mandela: No early concessions 


LUSAKA (.Agencies) — Nelson 
Mandela Wednesday ruled out 
early concessions by the African 
National Congress (ANC) to help 
President F.W. de Klerk fight off 
a right-wing backlash against re- 
form of apartheid in South 
Africa. 

Mandela, speaking at a news 
conference, rejected a suggestion 
by his host President Kenneth 
Kaunda of Zambia that the ANC 
should help Klerk by suspending 
armed operations inside South 
Africa, although the ANC has in 
fact been quiet on that front for 
some time. 

Kaunda, who welcomed Man- 
dela to Lusaka Tuesday for a 
week of talks with foreign leaders 


and the exiled ANC, said de 
Klerk had to contend with a 
lunatic right-wing fringe” 
opposed to reform, and needed 
the gesture. 

Bat Mandela gave a courteous 
and firm refusal, arguing find De 
Klerk’s government, winch un- 
banned the ANC Feb. 2, had not 
yet met die ANC*s preconditions 
for talks. 

“The ample position is that 
until South Africa complies with 
the preconditions we have set the 
ANC is not in the same position 
as the national party,” he told 
reporters after meeting with 
seven African presidents and 
Commonwealth leaders in 
Lusaka. 


Flanked by Kaunda, be said 
whatever political or security 
problems the government faced 
in South Africa, the ANC “can- 
not be expected io make any 
concessions.” 

Mandela is in Zambia to confer 
with exiled ANC leaders at their 
external headquarters. 

The veteran nationalist reiter- 
ated that the ANC was deman- 
ding the lifting of the state of 
e m ergency, the release of all poli- 
tical prisoners and a general 
amnesty for exiles selected to 
take part in preliminary talks with 
de Klerk. 

He said coles the ANC wanted 
(Continued on page 5) 



Saqr A1 Urdus and its crew 


Jordanian entry wins air race 


PARIS (Agencies) — Saqr AI 
Urdun (Falcon of Jordan) the 
Royal Jordanian aircraft, has 
won the Malaysia International 
Air Race 1990. Its crew will 
receive a cash prize of 100,000 
French francs at a ceremony to 
be held in Paris. 

The race from Paris to 
Malaysia and back to the 
French capital began last 
month and was conducted in 
stages, with Saqr Al Urdun 
nearly always in the lead. The 
Amm an- Paris stage which was 
launched Tuesday involved 
participating crews and craft 
from Jordan and 10 other 
countries. 

Upon landing in Paris the 
Jordanian crew were met by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
Royal Jordanian Director 
General Husam Abu Ghazaieh 
and IBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein's advisor on Tourism and 
Civil Aviation Affairs Ali 


Ghandour. 

Immediately after the 
announcement of the result of 
the race. His Majesty King 
Hussein sent a cable to the 
craft's crew congratulating 
them on their success. The 
King said that he was deeply 
proud of the achievement and 
expressed appreciation for 
efforts made by the organises 
and those who provided assist- 
ance to the crew, including RJ 
staff, the Arab Wings and the 
Royal Falcons. 

The King said that the world 
would remember that Jordan 
took part in this race for the 
first time and achieved a great 
result. * 

The flight from Amm an to 
Paris was described by Cap- 
tain Eric Ledger as hectic since 
the craft encountered high 
winds and storms, specially 
over Italy and Switzerland. 
Ledger described the climatic 


condition in Europe at the time 
as a real nightmare, forcing the 
plane to land in Geneva for 
some time for refuelling. De- 
spite the delays, he said, Saqr 
Al Urdun achieved victory. 
Upon leaving .Amman for Paris 
Saqr AJ Urdun was in the lead 
by two hours and 30 minutes. 

When Saqr Al Urdun stop- 
ped in Amman, its crew were 
visited by King Hussein who 
also met with members of an 
international commission 
which oramsed the race. While 
in Jordan the crews of other 
aircraft taking part in the race 
were taken on a tourist trip to 
archaeological and tourist 
sites. 

A press statement released 
in .Amman Wednesday said 
that a press conference will be 
held Friday at Amman airport 
at which the crew of the win- 
ning craft will discuss the va- 
rious stages of the race. 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Tudayuki 
Nonoyama. ambassador of 
Japan, and Awni Masri. minister 
of planning. Wednesday ex- 
changed notes committing the 
government of Japan to extend to 
the government of Jordan a con- 
cessional loan up to JD 49 million 
(S73 million), for Jordan's reform 
programme of the educational 
and" training system. 

Terms for this loan are quite 
concessional, carrying the annual 
interest rate of 2.9 per cent with a 
repayment period of 25 years 
including 7 years grace period, 
according to a statement issued 
by the Japanese embassy in 
Amman. 

The educational reform prog- 
ramme is to improve the quality 
or basic and secondary education, 
and to strengthen educational in- 
stitutions, facilities and opera- 
tions. 

It includes such programmes as 
curriculum and textbook de- 
velopment. teacher and supervis- 
ory staff training, educational 
technology and facility improve- 
ment. vocational training and 
educational research and de- 
velopment. 

Japan has so far extended to 
Jordan four loans for telecom- 
munication expansion projects, 
three loans for dam construction 
and irrigation projects and a loan 
for road improvement project. 
The cumulative total of (be loans 
extended from Japan to Jordan 
amounts to approximately JD 345 
million or (S512) million, the 
embassy statement said. 

Japan has also offered a num- 
ber of grants and technical coop- 
eration to Jordan, it added. 


Peres doubts Shamir can 
accept U.S. proposals 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Vioe- 
Premier Shimon Feres said 
Wednesday he doubts whether 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
faring stiff resistance within his 
right-wing Likud bloc, can accept 
U.S.-backed compromises aimed 
at starting talks with Palestinians. 

Peres, head of the Labour Par- 
ty, spoke in an interview with the 
Associated Press amid a widening 
rebellion against Shamir among 
Likud hardliners. 

Former Industry Minister Ariel 
Sharon, who quit the cabinet two 
weeks ago to protest Shamir’s 
policies, has threatened to con- 
vene likud's decision-making 
central committee next week 
without the prime minister's con- 
sent. 

Other Likud legislators said 
they would support a vote of no 
confidence agains t Shamir in par- 
liament if be agrees to a U.S.- 
backed formula that would in- 
volve Palestinians from Arab 
Jerusalem or expelled Palesti- 
nians in peace talks. 

Asked if he thought Shamir 
could overcome the differences 
and move Middle East peace 
efforts ahead by accepting com- 
promises proposed by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker, 
Peres said: “I have my doubts.” 

Baker has been attempting to 
bridge differences between Israel 
and Palestinians over the com- 


position of a Palestinian delega- 
tion for preliminary talks in 
Cairo. 

The talks are to focus on 
Israel's plan for elections in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip that would lead to limited 
self-rule for 1.7 miliion Palesti- 
nians in the occupied lands. 

Peres, whose party agrees to 
Baker's suggestions, has given 
Shamir a March 7 deadline to 
approve them. 

“We are nearing the real deci- 
sion now,” Peres said. “In a week 
or so we shall see what is hap- 
pening.” 

He described the current crisis 
as “more serious than previous 
ones” and added: “From the 
Likud point of view, they have 
reached the point where they 
have to make up their mind.” 

Peres indicated that Labour 
would leave its coalition with 
Likud and try to form a new 
government with smaller reli- 
gious and left-wing parties if 
Likud continues to balk at peace 
efforts. 

Asked whether be was ready to 
form a new cabinet, Peres said. 
“Maybe, I don't exclude it." 

The Hadasbot daily quoted 
Peres as telling party activists 
Tuesday that, he could put 
together a narrow government 

(Continued on page’ 5) 


Moose panel completes 
Yarmouk Investigations 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — A committee of the 
Lower House of Parliament has 
completed its investigations into 
student clashes which occurred at 
Yarmouk University late last year 
and will present its report to the 
full House in 10 days, according 
to the committee's chairman. 
Fares Al Nabulsi. 

Nabuisi, a deputy from Am- 
man, told the Jordan Times that 
the committee visited the uni- 
versity campus Wednesday and 
met with University President Ali 
Mahafza and took testimony 
from students. 

Meanwhile, the financial com- 
mittee of the House met Wednes- 
day and formed a sub-committee 
to conduct a full investigation 
into Jordan's debts as well as 
corruption in the Kingdom, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra re- 
ported. 

The committee will conduct a 
probe and submit a report and 
will also suggest recommenda- 
tions, it said. 

The meeting of the Financial 
Committee came one day after 
die House held a closed session 
for a dose scrutiny of the commit- 
tee’s work. The committee came 
under criticism during the session 
for its failure to achieve progress 



in the task of investigating the 
Kingdom's economic crisis which 
surfaced in 1988. according to 
informed sources. 

The sources said the committee 
was given a two-week period to 
present a report on its findings to 
the full Houe. 

The Upper House of Parlia- 
ment said Wednesday its Finan- 
cial Committee would meet Sun- 
day to discuss Jordan's loan 
agreements and the 1990 budget, 
which was referred to it after 
approval by the Lower House 
earlier this month. 

The Lower House will meet 
Saturday under the chairmanship 
of its speaker, Suleiman Arar, 
“to discuss several important 
issues," Petra said. The agency 
added that Cabinet ministers 
were expected to be present at 
the session. 


Jordan 


By Mariam M. Shahid 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The first shipment 
of Jordanian-produced cut flow- 
ers to the Federal Republic of 
Germany was flown to Cologne 
Tuesday as Jordanian agricultu- 
ral and flower producers stepped 
up an intensive campaign to 
export their goods to the Euro- 
pean Community (EC). 

A container of fresh cut flow- 
ers, most of which are presently 
out of season in other flower 
producing conntries, was 
loaded on to a Royal Jordanian 
carrier marking die first time 
the Kingdom has exported 
flowers to West Germany, 
according to Mohammad 
Awamleh of the Cut Flowers 
Producers Cooperative Asso- 
ciation. 

“There have been individual 
efforts in the past to export 
Jordanian flowers co EC coun- 


tries, but this time it is a com- 
bined effort.” Awamleh told 
the Jordan Times. “After 
attending the Green Week in 
Berlin in February, a lot of 
contacts were made and possi- 
bilities for exports studied... as 
far as export of fresh cut flow- 
ers is concerned this is the first 
move we have made shoe com- 
ing back from Germany,” he 
added. 

Seven types of flowers made 
up the flower shipment. They 
were carnations, fresia, gyp- 
sophiila, gladiola, saphendar, 
cynara and amortail. Awamleh 
explained that each type of 
flower could have variations de- 
pending on where they are 
grown. “Right now, we want to 
create a demand for our flowers 
simply by putting them on the 
market," he said. Awamleh 
admitted that actual profits on 
the first few shipments could be 
minimal but stressed that the 


“important thing is to get our 
flowers on big international 
markets, so that the importers 
can develop 2 taste for them." 

- He said that the air freight 
charged by Royal Jordanian 
was JD 1.100 per kilo because 
their shipment had failed to 
meet the minimum required 
weight of 45 kilogrammes for 
air freight by the airliner. 

“Our shipment was approx- 
imately 22 kilos and thus did 
not meet the basic requirement. 
Had we met the requirement 
the freight should have been JD 
0.320 per kiio." Awamleh 
said. 

Another consignment of 
fresh cut flowers is awaiting 
approval from Stockholm for 
shipment , according to 
Awamleh. 

Israel, which, according to 
some flower growers, has less 
land available to grow flowers 
than Jordan, exports approx- 


imately $55 miliion worth of cut 
flowers to the EC countries 
every year. Informed sources 
say that this year that figure 
could go up to $120 million. 

Vegetable, &*ui2 exports 

While fresh flowers are one 
concern of Jordanian exporters, 
fruits and vegetables are 
another. Jordanian exporters 
are expected to deliver four 
containers of Jordanian pro- 
duce within the next month, 
according to Awamleh, who is 
also head of the marketing ex- 
tension department of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organisa- 
tion (AMO). 

“We are awaiting the trans- 
port of four containers of veget- 
ables — three with tomatoes 
and one with mixed vegetables 
— in March,” Awamleh said. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Damascus rules out East 
Eyfopean-style changes 


^aSGJS (R) — President 
^czAl' AssatThas ruled out an; 
Jast Em op fea iK styte political and 
Economic changes for Syria and 
said it would continue to develop 
its own brand of socialism. 

In his first comments on the 
winds of change sweeping East- 
ern Europe, Assad told a group 
of retiring parliamentary de- 
puties: “socialism is not intended 
to oppress' others. It is intended 
to remove oppression from the 


“I do not want to say that we 
are practising the freedoms we 
want. We always want more," he 
said. 

“We do not do anything be- 
cause others are doing it We do 
it when we are convinced that it 
reflects our belief and benefits 
our people... we do not do any- 
thing under the pressure of cer- 
tain circumstances or at the sug- 
gestion of anyone.” 

But he said he wished the 
countries of Eastern Europe well 
and hoped relations with them 
would remain strong. 

Assad’s comments to deputies 


who ended their four-year tom 
Monday wore earned by Syria's 
official news agency and reported 
Wednesday in local newspapers. 

Moscow’s staunchest Arab ally 
and a strong opponent of Israel, 
Assad, 59, has wielded power is 
Syria with an iron fist since taking 
over the country in a Woodless 
coup in 1970. He has also made 
Damascus a key factor in any 
eventual Middle East settlement. 

The president said Syria’s ties 
with the Soviet Union, its main 
arms supplier, were strong and 
unchanged. 

’1 want to conCiiii that every- 
thing between us and die Soviet 
Union is going on with the s piri t 
of friendship and strong ties, 
which you know was existing for 
many years.” 

Some Western diplomats in the 
Middle East, however, expect 
Moscow to cut bade its aid to 
Middle East clients as political 
and economic restructuring takes 
effect at borne. 

Assad told the deputies that if 
Syria had bent to internal or 
external pressures, this would 


have happened long ago. 

“We searched and will con- 
tinue to search for improvements 
and to benefit from the expert 
ences of other peoples. But we 
take our circumstances into con- 
sideration and act accenting to 
our wifi and choree.” 

“We will develop what we fed 
needs to be developed and what 
we fed will benefit our people 
and country,” he said. 

Diplomats said a congress in 
March or early April of Assad's 
Baath Arab Socialist Party would 
discuss how to develop the Baath 
led five-party ruling coalition to 
give more say to other parties. 

Ref er r in g to the co u ntr y’ s eco- 
nomic structure, Assad said Syria 
had three sectors, the public, the 
private and the joint public-pri- 
vate sectors. 

“...we will continue to encour- 
age these three sectors and there 
is an u rgen t seed to rally all our 
' :*s resources in serving the 
; of tins c oun t r y,” he 



“We built a political, party and 
popular system which we are 


n«fa A1 Assad 

satisfied with. We did not build it 
to rule despotically. The one who 
wants despotic rale would sot 
build on such a base.” 

“We are not afraid of freedom 
but we are very afraid of the loss 
of freedom,” Assad added. 

“We do not have d i ffe r e n ces 
on tins, but we are always sear- 
ching tor a formula (to practise 
freedom). Freedom would not 
mean anything if it was not 
accompanied by the formula for 

pfg tfiying it” 


Israeli officials expect 230,000 
Soviet Jewish immig rants in ’90 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A senior 
government official's prediction 
that 230,000 Soviet Jews could 
immigrate to Israel this year 
heightened fears Wednesday that 
Israel was unprepared for the 
influx. 

“Panic: A quarter-million new 
immigrants on their way,” read a 
banner headline in the Hebrew 
daily Hadashot 

The Hebrew daily Maariv and 
state-run Israel Radio noted that 
the new figure heightened confu- 
sion over i mmi gration estimates 
since most officials are predicting 
that about 100,000 Soviet Jews 
will immigrate this year. 

Even this number could be a 
problem, because Israel has 
geared up to receive only half 
that total. 

The higher prediction came 
from Yasha Kazakov, deputy 
head of the liaison bureau, a 
once-secret government depart- 
ment that deals with Soviet Jew- 
ry, Israeli media said. 

Hadashot said be gave the fi- 
gure Tuesday to a group of direc- 
tors of government ministries that 
handle immigration. 

Maariv said be thought 50,000 
Soviet Jews would arrive by June, 
an additional 120,000 in the sum- 
mer and 60,000 more in the last 


four months. 

The projections were based on 
the possibility of increased migra- 
tion via the existing routes 
through Romania and Hungary 
and new exit routes through 
Czechoslovakia, Finlan d and Po- 
land, Maariv said. 

“When he pulled out the num- 
bers we were m a state of shock,” 
Ephraim Cohen, deputy director 
of the Absorption Ministry, told 
Maariv. “There was silence in the 
halL” 

So far this year, 9,441 Soviet 
Jews have arrived, joining more 
than 12,000 who immigrated in 
1989. 

The upsurge in Soviet Jewish 
emigration comes as a result of 
more liberal Soviet emigration 
policies and U.S. visa restric- 
tions. 

Israel’s immigration predic- 
tions have raised eyebrows in 
some quarters. Gennady Zhurav- 
lev, the Soviet ambassador in 
Egypt, charged Monday that 
Israel Was deliberately overesti- 
mating the number of Soviet Jews 
it expects to get more aid from 
tiie United States and other 
Western nations. 

Absorption Minister Yitzhak 
Peretz, speaking Wednesday 
Israel Army Radio in a telephone 


interview from New York, said it 
was hard to predict immigra tion 
accurately. 

“Undoubtedly, at least 120,000 
to 150,000 win come with God’s 
help, but there may be surprises 
and many more may come,” he 


Peretz did not say whether his 
figures r e ferre d only to Soviet 
Jews or included immigrants from 
other countries as well. 

He said he was visiting the 
United States to try to get more 
help from American Jewry for 

im m igrating , 

“Without a massive help from 
die Jewish people, we wfil not be 
able to fawn Hik Iwtnnp mis- 
sion,” Peretz said. 

Meanwhile, Uri Gordon, bead 
of the I m migration Department 
at die Jewish Agency, a qnasi- 
gov ernm ental body that deals 
with imm igrant*, demanded fl—t 
Israel declare a state of emergen- 
cy to deal with the Soviet immig- 
rants. , 

“We witness an hist ori cal mo- 
ment,” Gordon said. “It does not 
m a t te r w h e ther he expect 100,000 
or 200,000. Masses of Jews could 
come. Hundreds arrive every 
night. ... tins obliges us to declare 
an emergency situation and set 
differe n t priorities.” 


Turkey assesses anti-U.S. measures 
after failure of Armenian resolution 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Turkey 
said Wedneklay it would review 
measures it had taken against the 
United States after the U.S. Sen- 
ate blocked a resolution saying 
Anne mans were victims of geno- 
cide early this century. 

“The pleasures taken against 
the United States are now being 
assessed. Our final assessment 
will be dear within two or three 
days,” Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Murat Sungar said. 

Ankara imposed limited curbs 
on U.S. activities in NATO- 
member Turkey, affecting flight 
training and navy visits, after the 
Armenian resolution was prop- 
osed by Senate Republican leader 
Robert Dole late last year. 

The resolution, regarded by 
Ankara as untrue and deeply 
offensive and is also opposed by 
the Bush administration, calls for 
April 24,1990, to be a national 
day of “remembrance” on the 


75th anniversary of the Armenian 
genocide of 1915-1923. fifty-one 
senators voted against A similar 
vote last week tied at 49-49. 

Successive Turkish govern- 
ments have denied accusations 
that up to 1.5 million Anne Qians 
were victims of genocide during 
and after World War I. 

“It is the duty of historians and 
scientists to analyse and evaluate 
events which occurred in his- 
tory,” a Foreign Ministry state- 
ment said. “We appreciate that 
the Senate did not want to take a 
responsibility which is not its area 
of duty.” 

Sungar said that in reviewing 
anti-U.S. measures Turkey would 
consider the possibility that the 
resolution might pass if it was 
presented to Congress again. 

Ankara has said that if the 
resolution was passed, its ties 
with Washington could be 
affected, threatening a pact under 


which U.S. troops are stationed 
in Turkey in return for aid. . 

In Washington, Dole said he’s 
not giving up his effort to m ark 
the deaths of Armenian s duri ng 
in the reign of the Ottoman 
Empire. 

Dole said Tuesd ay that h e 
migh t introduce the controversial 
resolution in another form. 

Opponents in the Senate 
argued that the resolution could 
seriously jeopardise U.S. rela- 
tions with Turkey. 

Dole said Americans of Arme- 
nian heritage deserved to be rec- 
ognised for their suffering, and 
called the resolution a human 
rights issue. 

Dole mustered only 48 of the 
60 votes needed to cut off a 
filibuster, or unlimited debate, 
led by Senator Robert Byrd and 
get the resolution formally before 
the Senate. 


U.N. issues 
implied 
rebuke after 
Denktash 
statement 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 
U.N. spokesman issued an im- 
rebuke late Tuesday to Tur- 


Cypriot leader Rauf De- 
nktash for having commented 
publicly on talks under way here 
on the future of Cyprus and for 
giving an incomplete version of a 
statement by Secret a r y General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar. 
Without mentioning Denktash 
name, the U.N. spokesman 
to remarks made to re- 
by the Tu rkish Cypriot 
, who said the secretary 
had “for the first tim«» in 
history of the United Na- 
tions... underlined that there are 
two politically equal communities 
in Cyprus and that the problem is 
not between a majority and 

min o rity -” 

This was “a vary big step in the 
right direction,” Denktash had 
added, before entering a second 
day of meetin g with Cypriot Pres- 
ident George Vassfliou and Perez 
de Cuellar: 

In his statement about seven 
hours later, the U.N. spokesman 
said that when the talks opened 
“Monday, “the secretary general 
had suggested that both the two 
leaders and he refrain from mak- 
ing any public statement about 
the talks while they are in prog- 


The spokesman added: “At 
that meeting, the secretary gener- 
al made a lengthy and detailed 
opening statement which cannot 
usefully be paraphrased or 
quoted out of context” 

The spokesman declined to 
elaborate on his statement, 
drafted by a senior U.N. official 
directly involved in the talks and 
apparently prompted by the 
Greek Cypriot ride, angered by 
Denktash’s public remarks. 

Members of Vassiliou’s party 
had told reporters several hours 
in advance that the spokesman 
was about to issue such a rebuke. 

The talks here, which con- 
tinued Wednesday, aim at reunit- 
ing die divided mediterranean 
island under a federal system. 

Cyprus has been virtually parti- 
tioned since troops from Turkey 
occupied tiie northern part of foe 
island in 1974 after a coup in 
Nicosia. 


Algeria silent over 
steps to free hostages 


ALGIERS (AP) — The govern- 
ment refused to disdose what 
steps it might be taking Wednes- 
day in connection with the release * 
of foreign hostages held in 
Lebanon. 

“We are always ready to do as 
modi work as we did in the pest for 
the release of hostages; provided 
both parties are in a gre ement,” a 
government spokesman said on 
condition of anonymity. 

Success in any negotiations re- 
quire secrecy, foe spokesman 
said, and declined to c on firm a 
newspaper report that contacts 
are under way to win the release 
of the 18 captives. 

The leading Arab newspaper 
A1 Hayat, published in Londcm, 
reported Tuesday that discussion 
between the United States, Iran 
and Syria aimed at freeing the 
hostages have been making prog- 
ress. 

The' Lebanese newspaper said 
tiie high-level contacts in Geneva 
between U.S. and Iranian offi- 
cials had made “positive results.” 

The newspaper quoted Alge- 
rian sources as saying that con- 
tacts were in place through non- 
Sc organisations and that 
was helping in the pro- 
cess. 

In Washington, the White 
House and State Depar tm ent de- 
nied re po r t s of secret talks in 
Geneva, which have surfaced be- 
fore. 

But White House Press Secret- 
ary Marlin fitzwater did not rule 
out that the hostage issue was 
under dtcusrioo, stressing there 
were no face-to-face negotia- 
tions. 

Algeria played a leading role in 
negotiations between the United 
States and Iran for the release in 
1981 of the 52 American hostages 
held at tiie U.S. embassy in 
Tehran. 

One of the junior officials in 
those negotiations was Robert 
Ross, now tiie U.S. ambassador 
to Algeria. On Wednesday, be 
met Ins usual practice of reforing 
to comment on foe hostage situa- 
tion. 

The 18 captives are believed 
held by groups loyal to Hiriwllah, 
a radical Shi’tte Muslim organisa- 
tion with strong ties to Inm. PLQ 
Oiairman Yasser A rafat and 
other s have said that the key to 
any hostage release lies in 
Tehran. 

A1 Hayat quoted unidentified -. 
political, ikIKtia and religious 
sources in Beirut as saying that 
Iranian President Hadi emi Raf- 
sanjani had convinced the groups 


holding the captives that the time 
has come to release them. 

The hostages indnde Terry 
Anderson, chief Middle East cor- 
respondent for tiie Associated 
Press, and Teny Waite, special 


Canterbury Robert Runtie, who 
was kidnapped while trying* to 
win the release of other captives. 

In all, ei ght Americans, foroi 
Britons, two West Germans^*#© 
Swiss, an Italian and an Irishman 
are believed held ty&iago in 
Lebanon. * v 

Anderson, tb? oDngest-held of 
tiie captives, Was Aidnapped in 
Beirut .on March 16, 1985 . 

Last month, a Kuwaiti news- 
paper, A1 Qabas, said “an Amer- 
ican personality” had met in 
Geneva with a representative of 
Rafsanjani to discuss tiie hostage 
issue. None of those supposedly 
involved was identified. 

‘France promised money 
for hostages’ 

Meanwhile tiie French news- 
paper Liberation reported 
Wednesday that the French gov- 
ernment apparently reneged on a 
promise to pay S3 milli on to a 
representative of the Lebanese 
kidnappers who agreed to free 
the force remaining French hos- 
tages in 1988. 

The newspaper said the failure 
to pay the money to Sheikh 
Abdul Monem Zdn, a Lebanese- 
born Shiite Muslim religious 
leader in Dakar, Senegal, could 
have been the motive for last 
September's bombing of a Paris- 
bound UTA flight, m which 171 
people died. 

Jacques Chirac, who was pre- 
mier at tiie time of tiie negotia- 
tions that led to the May 1988 
hostage release, denied the Li- 
beration report. 

“Franoe never promised nor 

I flw Hnallwrf ■aim in 

the release of the hostages,” 
Chirac said Wetfeesday on Europe 1 
radio. * 1 was premier. I take tiie 
responsibility to say there never 
were negotiations involving this 
Sheikh Zein, who I never heard 
of before.” 

Liberation said French officials 
operating under the direction of 
then-interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua apparently pursued two 
sets of negotiations at the same 
time . — one -with (he I ranian and 
Syrian g o vernm ents and one with 
Sheikh Zein, who had dose con- 
tacts with the Shfite extremists 


holding the French captives in 
Lebanon. 


Sister of hostage says U.S., 
Syria and Iran cooperating 


LONDON (AP) — The sister of 
the longest-held Western hostage 
in Lebanon was expected to end 
a “humanitarian pilgrimage” to 
Europe and the Middle East 
Wednesday optimistic that foe 
United States, Syria and Iran are 
cooperating with foe aim of re- 
leasing all die captives. 

“I think that tins is the begin- 
ning of the end,” said Peggy Say, 
sister of Terry Anderson, 42, 
chief Middle East correspondent 
of the Associated Press. 

‘There was almost, if not 100 
per cent, agreement among ev- 
erybody that I talked to that the 
timing seems to be right,” she 
said in . a British Broadcasting 
Corp. (BBC) Television inter- 
view Wednesday. 

Mrs. Say was to co nd ude her 
2V5 week trip with a meeting with 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Robert Runcie, followed by a 
private dinner with families of 
British hostages and Scottish rela- 
tives of American hostage Tho- 
mas Sutherland. Runde’s person- 


al envoy, Teny Waite, is among 
the 18 Western hostages. 

“It might not happen tomor- 
row,” Mrs. Say said. 

“It might not happen next 
week, but when it happens, I 
believe it’s going to be all of 
them, and I would rather see all 
foe hostages come ont next 
month than see Teny Anderson 
come out today alone.” 

For the first time since her 
brother was kidnapped in Muslim 
west Beirut on March 16, 1985, 
Mis. Say said she believes tiie 
three key nations were cooperat- 
ing in frying to free the 18 Wes- 
terners held in Lebanon. 

“There had to be tiie U.S., 
Syria and Iran. It had to be a 
cooperative effort and I feel that 
it is, given that nothing happens 
to interfere with it,” foe stud in 
an interview Tuesday night. 
“We’ve got all the components 
here. Given that everything stays 
on trade, I feel it will end, as 
other people say to me, sooner 
rather than later.” 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS BRIEFS 


Syrian, Egyptian aides discuss ties 

DAMASCUS (R) — Egypt's Foreign Monster Esmat Abdul 
Megmd telephoned his Syrian counterpart Farouk A1 Shara to 
disaiss ties between the two countries. The official Syrian News 
Agency (SANA) said the call was made Tuesday night but gave 
no further details of tiie issues discussed. The conversation was 
the fixst contact between foe two ministers since the restoration of 
diplomatic ties last December after a 12 year break. 

Tunisia blames militants for unrest 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisian Prime Minister Hamed Karoubi has 
blamed the country’s Islamic movement for a wave of student 
unrest. Police detained at least 595 students last week when 
Islami c militants occupied 10 univetdty buildings to press 
authorities to withdraw police from campuses, drop plans to move 
an Islamic law institute and reinstate students suspended earlier in 
the academic year. “All these arguments are no more than 
p rete xts and behind the troubles at foe tmiveisity there are secret 
political designs,” Karoubi told a meeting of foe ruling party 
Tuesday night. “No one has the right to jeopardise the future of 
the rising generations by using religion for political ends,” he said. 
Karoubi said 391 of the arrested students have been drafted into 
tire army and the other 204 released. The Islannst-dommated 
Tunisian General Students’ Union has said 400 students were still 
held out of 700 it said were arrested. On Wednesday tire union 
said police bad since picked up other students for questioning. 
Karoubi said the decision to move the institute to new premises 
was temporary and it would eventually be boused near Tunis’s 
ancient Zaitouna Mosque, “a rite which will be the pride of foe 
city.” 

Burning tanker towed out of Gulf 

DUBAI (R) — A blazing U.S.-flagged Kuwaiti tanker full of 
volatile naphtha was towed out of the Gulf overnight away from 
busy shipping lanes, the owners said Wednesday. The products 
carrier Surf City exploded last Thursday 30 miles off the United 
Arab Emirates kilting two of its American crew. The Mast 
appeared to be internal. Chesapeake Shipping said in a statement 
Wednesday that it believed the fires raging on the 69,991-iomre 


ly-infiammable cargo meant the outcome was unpredictable. 
The owners have said that there was no major threat of sea 
pollution because the cargo was burning itself away. 

Canadian sentenced in Iran arms case 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas (R) — A Canadian man was 
sentenced to a year in prison and fined $5,000 in U.S. federal 
court for conspiracy and money laundering in connection with 
illegal arms sales to Iran. Ronald Arab, 52, of Vancouver, 
pleaded guilty last autumn to conspiracy and money laundering 
charges after be, bis wife Eileen and Swedish businessman Karl 
Erik Nissen were caught last spring at tiie airport here with parts 
for F-4C Phantom jets intended for shipment to Iran. Nissen, a 
62-year-old businessmen from Noirkoptng, Sweden, was sent- 
enced Monday to 44 months in jafl and fined $10,000 for bis part 
in the attempted sales, which are prohibited under U.S. law. 
Eileen Arab, 52, was put on probation under a plea bargain 
readied with prosecutors last December. Ronald Arab, as part of 
his plea bargain, testified against Nissen in a trial last November, 
t dispntiiig tire Swede’s contention he did not know he was 
breaking U.S- export laws. Nissen was convicted of conspiracy, 
money laundering, and illegally exporting arms. 

Polisario warns of Moroccan attacks 

TTNDOUF, Algeria (R) — The leader of Poftsario guerrillas 
fighting for tire independence of Western Sahara told Us people 
to prepare for fierce Moroccan attacks in the next two years. 
Mohammad Abdul Adz, secretary-general of foe Polisario Front, 
told the dosing session of a Saharan Women’s Conference 
Morocco had decided to mobilise all efforts to extinguish the 
Saharan cause. “You could be the target of the worst attacks over 
the next two years. The king has decoded to mobilise all his 
potential to end Saharan efforts for national independence,” he 
said. Abdul Ariz was addressing several hundred Saharan women 
and foreign visitors assembled in a desert refugee camp in south 
western Algeria. Algeria backed the Pofisano before a 1988 
rapprochement with Morocco. 

Iran denies differences over Rushdie 

NICOSIA (R) — All Iranian leaders, including foe president, 
support an order for Muslims to kill British author Salman 
Rushdie, ban’s top judge said in remarks reported by Tehran 
Radio Wednesday. Comments by President Ali Akbar Hasbemi 
Rafsanjani in a Friday prayer sennon cm Feb. 16 that the late 
Ayatollah Rubofiah Khomeini’s decree ordering Rushdie’s killing 
could be disputed and debated by senior Islamic scholars led to 
speculation that he was seeking to weaken the order. Tehran 
Radio, monitored in Nicosia, said Iran’s head of judiciary 
Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi told a meeting of senior judges 
Tuesday that Western media reports of splits over foe Khomeini's 
order were wrong. 

Velayati begins African tour 

NICOSIA (R) — banian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
left for Ghana Wednesday on the first leg of a five-nation African 
tour, foe banian News Agency IRNA reported. It said Velayati 
would also visit Senegal, Mali, Siena Leone and Nigeria during 
his week-tong trip. Iran’s Islamic feeders have expanded Tehran’s 
ties with many African countries as part of a policy of strengthen- 
ing relations with the Third World. 
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1*45 .......... — 

Othwr Flights (Tsrmbtal 2) 


09=10 

IMS 

133f 

Riyadh ($V i 

13=40 

14*5 


1430 


IMS 

Dubai (EK) 

IMS 

1935 

20:10 

21=05 

•035 




Roysl Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tarmlfisl (i) 

KM Aqaba f~ ' 

IMS Rome | 

I2M , — Rome, London ( 

12:15 Paris) 

1239 L 

iha ... 

IMS „ — .. Kuwait, Aba I 

.... Cairo I 

..... Bahrain, Dobs) 

— Dubai, Muscat | 

2105 ....... 

21:15 


2101 Koala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 

Othwr Flights (Terminal ( 2 ) 

10:10 Frankfurt (LH) 

13e40 Riyadh (SV) 

M *0 - - BagndadfLAj 

1450 — Bahrain. Muscat (GFl 

l&il Kuwait (KU) 

1*30 Ankara, Istanbul (TK) 

ifc30 ...Damascus. Dubai (EK) 

21=55 ....Cairo (MS) 

mess 

Uppet/kwer price a Bis per kg. 

Apple 480 / 440 

Banana ... 450/400 

Banana (Mnkatmnar) 400/350 

Beam 900 / 800 

Cabbage 70/ 40 

Carrot 200/150 

OmfiSower 70/ 40 

Com 180/140 

Corambersflarge) .......... 250/200 

Ctacambera (small) 420 / 300 

P»1» 500/400 

gKpbttf.- 220/160 

Grapefruit — 240/200 

Lemon 2007 T7D 

Lettuce (per one) 120/ 80 

Maiiow Huge) 180/150 

Moid* ( small) 290 / 240 

Omonfdiy) 260/220 

Onwnferecs) 200/160 

Orange 250/200 

Orange (ShamoutiJ. 340 / 300 

PepperOKK) 8S0/750 

Pepper (wed) 700 / 600 

Potato 190/150 

Raddnh 120/80 

Sue 500 / 400 

— -*■ 130/100 

..... 140/100 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

10S00 Koran 

Nd5 Children programme 

1U0 Religions programm e 

11*40 Friday’s prayer 

1*45 ................ Sports programme 

14:15 ReligjaBS seminar 

16=90 Feature fii«" 

I*=99 Message from Oman 

18:10 Local programme 

IMS Local programme 

19=49 Programme review 

- News in Arabic 

20=39 Local prog ra m m e 

21=49 Arabic series 

22=39 J waab '89 

2306 ........ Newt summary is Arabic 

23=19 .... Programme oomd. 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17=99 ....... DesQEffnaEtdcLctries 

17=30 .......................... Freud) f3m 

1900 Newjia French 

19:15 .................... Documentary 

1930 News in Hebrew 

2M> News in Arabic 

2038 — Cow b 

21=1* Thirty Stmetbing 

HM News mEugfob 

22=20 First Among Equals 
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65-59 1.” " (Soan^)'l^t^ 
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1737 Maghreb 
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Official laments private 
lector performance, urges 
tetter use of potential 


AMMAN (Petra) — The private 
sector’s attribution to the imple- 
mentation of the 1986-1990 five 
year development plan did not 
exceed 30 per cent in the past 
year although this sector has the 
potential to play a very important 
role is the development of the 
national economy, complained 
Dr; Abdullah Aim Ayyash, three- 

tor of regional plaimfa g at the 
Ministry of P lanning. 

“The private sector, in Ionian 
1 can and should play a major role 
to help the countzy carry out its 


which is being spearheaded by 
the public sector to stimulate the 
national - economy,” said Abu 
Ayyash at a meeting attended by 
the heads of five committees in 
charge of regional planning Ah- 
the Amman area. 

“The private sector is invited to 
complement the efforts of the 
government to pot the economy 
on the right track through new 
investments that would bring in 
more income and improve the 
country’s balance of payments,” 
Aba Ayyash said. 

All sectora are required to con- 
tribute since the task is a national 
one,” he added. 

His views are echoed by Am- 
^ man Governor Mohammad Ali 
A1 Amin, who urged individuals 
and private organisations to in- 
crease their investments in small- 
scale projects. 

"The present economic diffi- 
culties in Jordan makes it impera- 
tive on all sectors to cooperate 
fully and to fo&ow a new con- 
structive course that would en- 
sure the best exploitation of the 
available resources,” Amm said 
at the meeting.' 


The meeting reviewed prog- 
rammes for 1990 and analysed the 
achievements of the past four 
years. 

Agricultural 

MrBeh AT Odetallah, chairman 
of the agricultural committee, 
presented a report on the agri- 
cultural Situation in the Amman 
region. He urged the concerned 
authorities to speed up enactment 
of legislations that would ensure 
proper use and protection of 


He called on the armed forces, 
students at schools and universi- 
ties, the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) and other organisa- 
tions to actively partkipate in the 
country’s afforestation projects. 

The report also recommended 
that measures be taken to halt 
encroachment on farmland by 
construction operations which re- 
duce the amount of arable and 
productive land. 

It suggested the formation of a 
specialised farmers association 
mat can handle the process of 


and w __ r 

The participants reviewed a re- 
port by dm industrial committee 
which pointed out several prob- 
lems in the industrial sector. Hie 
report called industrialists to di- 
versify and upgrade the quality of 
their manufactured products. Zt 
also called for increased coopera- 
tion beteen the private and public 
sectors to reduce unemployment. 
The report proposed ideas about 
dealing with environmental pollu- 
tion mod industrial security. 


CoBuneraal committee 

The commercial committee’s 
report outlined the difficulties en- 
countered in trade, referring in 
particular to local and interna- 
tional events which have contri- 
buted to the aggravation of these 
prooi^ps. The repeat presented 
ideas to*fjj;lp boost free trade and 
reactivate the national economy. 

The report proposed more faci- 
lities and tax exemptions, called 
for supporting the private sector 
to invest capital in commercial 
schemes, and urged the govern- 
ment to provide for transport and 
co mmuni cation that facilitate 
these efforts. 

The infrastructure committee’s 
report proposed that priority 
should now be given to telephone 
services in areas living them 
including Hay Nazzal, A1 Mar- 
rikkfa and Jabal A1 Akhdar and 
Abdoun. It also called for in- 
stallation of more post office 
boxes at post offices to facilitate 

cnmimmiraHn n services! 

A report by the social services 
sector committee urged the con- 
cerned anthorities to launch 
training courses for workers who 
could take over jobs from non- 
Jordanians, and to expand the 
base of vocational t raining for 
highschool graduates. The report 
also urged more attention be 
given to primary health care ser- 
vices to reduce the press u re on 
hospitals run by the National 
Medical Institution (NMI). 

The housing committee report 
stressed the need to reduce the 
cost of home construction, and 
urged authorities to encourage 

t raditio nal h rrikKng dwrigna that 

are in harmony with the Arab and 
Islami c ar c hi te c ture. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Trade licence deadline extended 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the En vi ronm ent Abdul Karim AI Dughmi has issued a circular 
extending the time allowed for acquiring trades licences until die 
end of March. The measure is designed to give concerned people 
extra time so as to avoid, paying fines. 

Egypt seeks Arab8n vestment - 

CAIRO (J.T.) — Jordan will be one of four Arab countries which 
w31 be visited by an Egyptian economic and industrial delegation 
in mid-March to discuss joint ventures, according to a senior 
official here. Engineer Adel Al Danaf, who heads die state’s 
industrial corporation, was quoted as saying that the delegation 
would be visiting Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) to discuss prospects for attracting investors 
in a steel plant project expected to be set up in Egypt. He said that 
the £120 million project would have a capacity of producing 
120,000 tonnes of steel annually. 

ADC chapter plans Intifada dinner 

AMMAN (J-T.) — The Amman chapter of die American- Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) will hold its annua l 
fund-raising dinner at the Twcemiitinaitai Hotel Saturday, March 
3, under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein. 
The dinner commemorates the 10th armzversary of die associa- 
tion. Former U.S. Senator James Abourezk wiD also be in 
attendance. All proceeds from the dinner, priced at £1000 a 
couple, wiD go towards mpporting the intifada. 

U.N. anti-crime expert arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — United Nations Regional Advisor for 
combatting Crime Pedro David arrived in Amman Wednesday on 
a several-day visit to Jordan. He will visit rehabilitation centres. 


No smoking day at hotel 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On March 1, 1990, all employees of the 
Marriott who smoke will voluntarily give up mnlring for the day 
sad donate the price of the cigarettes they would have smoked to 
the National Jordanian Anti-Smoking Society. The Marriott staff 
have all Volunteered to join in on the annual no smoking day h#»JH 
for the second time this year, as part of a continuing effort to 
ropportthe' health consciousness and awareness programmes 
sponsored by die gov ernm ent. 

University spends JD 300,000 on staff health 

AMMAN (J.T.) — University of Jordan President Mahmoud 
Sanaa has said that the university spends JD 300,000 a year as 
contribution to medical services provided to its emplo y ee s. He 
added, durmg a meeting with university staff Wednesday, that the 
university is keen to provide quality services to its employees, 
inducting medical and life insurance. 


Arabisation 
of army 
marked 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Today is the 
34th anniversary of the Arabisa- 
tion of the Jordanian Aimed 
Forces upon orders from IBs 
Majesty King Hussein. 

The King ordered die termina- 
tion of the services of General 
John Glnbb, as commander of 
.die Aimed Forces, and said that 
Jordanian officers should take up 
the command of the Kingdom's 
Aimed Forces. 

The move was significant in 
view of the ongoing Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the dangers that 
brad's occupation of Palestine 
posed to the Arab Nation. It also 
came as a manifestation of Jor- 
dan’s desire to rid itself of foreign 
d ominatio n. 

Since March 1, 1956, ■ King 
Hussein has continually worked 
towards strengthening the Armed 
Forces and has made all efforts to 
ensure they are provided with the 

for dejfending 

CM the occasion of the 
anniversary. Chief 'of Staff 
General Fathi Abu Taleb 
Wednesday sent a cable to the 
King conveying the congratula- 
tions of the Armed Forres. He 
said that the King’s “historic deci- 
sion w*nw amid difficult and cru- 
cial circumstances in the Arab 
World and crowning the struggle 
of the vanguards who led the 
Great Arab Revolt and sought to 
uphold its principles and to 1 
achieve its mission.” 

Abu Taleb said that the Armed 
Forces take pride in serving 
under the King and reiterated 
their allegiance to the throne. 


Jordan, 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The foBcnring listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the Ested 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


King, Jr-” at Ymnsak Unfaershy. 
it Ad «MiMm of eib aad wa te tdwm by Jordanian artist 
YomtfBaddawi at the gaBeiy, Hold Junta Irter-Ceotfoeatal 
•— - 7:00 p.m. 


4 Ptefey redial by Jordanian poets Haidar Mahmoud and 
- Efcafed Mhadn at the Royal Caftan* Cadre — pja. 


4 Lecture on _ 

.. Royal Cottars! Centre — 7:09 jua. 


4 Feature fifan entitled “AB AboatEve” at the American Centre 
— 7s#0 pjb. 


cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Syria Wednesday began a series 
of meetings to discuss ways for 
promo tin g cooperation in indust- 
rial fields under resolutions 
adopted by the Joint Syrian- 
Jordanian Higher Committee last 
month. 

The two sides fed by Syrian 
Minister of Industry Antoine Jub- 
ran and his Jordanian counterpart 
Zlyad Fariz discussed areas 
where joint industrial schemes 
can be launched and also re- 
viewed exchanges of manufac- 
tured goods. 

Fariz said at the opening ses- 
sion that these steps were essen- 
tial to stimulate the national eco- 
nomies of the two countries. “We 
are tzyiqg to open new channels 
for cooperation in industry and 
industrial coortfiantion,” Fariz 
said at die meeting. Jubran said 
industrial cooperation was a key 
Htenffwt for Arab economic in- 
tegration and also essential for 
development in Jordan and Syria. 


Air pollution levels worry environmentalists 


By Nor Safi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Air pollution in 
Jordan may not be as critical as 
in the heavily industrialised 
countries of the Wert, but en- 
vironmentalists are concerned 
over areas such as Zarqa, 
Aqaba and downtown Amman 
because the level of pollution 
in those areas exceeds intema- 
tkmalUy accepted standards. 

A three-day workshop was 
held in Amman this week to 
discuss the issue and seek 
means and ways to keep the 
pollution level in check. 
Among the issues discussed at 
the workshop, held at the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS), 
were air pollution monitoring, 
standards and specifications as 
well as health hazards. 

Arab and foreign repre- 
sentatives from Syria, Kuwait, 
Egypt, Canada and the U.S. in 
addition to delegates from 
Arab universities and research 
centres and institutions con-, 
oerned with the environment 
attended the three-day work- 


objectives of the work- 
shop was to review activities, 
obstacles and research efforts 
undertaken in the Middle East 
region and to discuss and 
analyse procedures to set 
national air pollution standards 


as well as to increase aware- 
ness of the importance of air 
pollution monitoring on a glob- 
al level. 

According to Ayman Al 
Hassan, from the Environmen- 
tal Research Centre at the 
RSS, several surveys were con- 
ducted in different parts of die 
countzy in the past few years. 
One of the surveys took place 
between 1986-1989 to establish 
a baseline information on the 
extent of air pollution and to 
obtain the necessary data for 
the development of air quality 
standards for urban areas in 
Jordan. Hassan said that with 
tins base, the RSS consulted 
with foreign environmentalists 
at this workshop to help Jor- 
dan deagn a strategy suitable 
to local needs. 

The survey, which was con- 
ducted by seven technicians, 
chemists and engineers from 
the Environmental Research 
Centre, had monitors in 
Jubeiha, a sparsely populated 
and dean area, in downtown 
Amman to measure traffic 
emissions at the dty centre, 
and in Marka, in eastern Am- 
man which represents a re- 
sidential area with light in- 
dustry. 

According to Hassan, the 
study revealed that nitrogen 
oxide, carbon monoxide and 


sulphur dioxide concentrations 
were very high in different 
ports of the dty, "but particu- 
larly in the downtown area, the 
concentrations were Hi gher than 
international standards.” 

He explained that the area is 
a restricted-ventilation area 
where the mass pollution is 
trapped because the town is 
surrounded by hilk ami there 
are heavy and continuous traf- 
fic congestions throughout the 
year. * 

According to the survey 
which was announced at the 
workshop, the highest levels of 
sulphur dioxide were recorded 
during the rash hours in the 
morning and evening. Hassan 
added that weekends and cold 
ctimatc tend to encourage the 
level of sulphur. 

Environmentalists maintain 
that if measures are not taken 
soon, the extremely high con- 
centration of such particles 
could cause detrimental health 
effects damaging peoples 
hmgs, throats and eyes. Such 
pollution has been in the area 
for a long time and residents 
have been raising complaints 
on and off over unhealth air, 
experts said. 

Dr. Dan Kelley, Canadian 
science and engineer adviser at 
the Department of Environ- 
ment, raid that although resi- 


dents may feel irritated now, 
pollution also has tong-term 
effects. Therefore, health ex- 
pertees and planners, environ- 
mentalists and policy-makers 
must get together now to de-» 
sign strategy to conquer pollu- 
tion. 

Hassan said that the surveys 
were not sufficient • and a 
broader investigation was 
needed before the issue could 
be addressed in all its aspects. 

While downtOWU Amman b 

mainl y endangered by traffic 
congestions, there are otter 
areas of major content to en- 
vironmentalists. After a one 
year study in Zarqa in 1989, it 
was found that high levels of 
hydrogen sulphide polluted the 
air, according to Nageh Akeei, 
air pollution and hazardous 
material division manager at 
the RSS. 

Akeei said that the main 
sources of pollution in the Zar- 
qa area were the Jordan Pet- 
roleum Refinery Company, 
the Khirbet Al Sarnia Waste 
Water Treatment Plant, and 
the Al Hussein Thermal Power 
Station. According to the sur- 
vey, out of 195 observations 
about 51 exceeded interna- 
tionally accepted standards 
which are about 0.06 particles 
per milli on (PPM), while the 
Zarqa area recorded 0.32 


PPM. 

Akeei said that residents 
often complain about difficulty 
in breathing in Al Hastae- 
miyeh, a town in Zarqa which 
is adjacent to the three plants. 

According to health special- 
ists, high doses of hydrogen 
sulphide produce severe effects 
on the nervous 2 nd respiratory 
systems and to wildlife. 

Akeei added that there is a 
lot more work to do because 
what was discovered so far is 
little compared to the other 
pollutants that "we do not 
know about yet that are harm- 
ful to health and wildlife.” 

According to surveys, the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
and Al Hussein Thermal Pow- 
er Station emit around 27.000 
tonnes of sulphur every year. 
(Hussein plant alone emits 
15,000 tonnes yearly). 

Akeei also expressed con- 
cern over the Aqaba port 
where large amounts of fuel oil 
are consumed. Fuel oil con- 
tains about four per cent sul- 
phur. 

Akeei said that a way must 
be found to minimise the sul- 
phur consumption. “This 
workshop should enable us to 
come up with a national stan- 
dard and conduct more in- 
depth research to tackle this 
critical problem,” he said. 


Group urges Palestf nian universities be reo 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Associa- 
tion of Arab Universities (AAU) 
Wednesday urged international 
organisations to end Israel's 
arbitrary actions against Palesti- 
nian universities, and appealed 
for help to reopen these institu- 
tions, dosed since the start of the 
uprising in the occupied Arab 
territories in December 1967. 

AAU secretary-general 
Mohammad Dughaim sent cables 
to United Nations Secretary 


General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
and to the director of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) in Paris urging speedy 
action to reopen the universities. 

“We strongly condemn the un- 
justified closure of Palestinian 
uni versities and other institutions 
of higher education by the Israeli 
occupying authorities and request' 
your excellencies to use your 
good offices to secure the reopen- 


ing of Palestinian universities and 
other institutions,” said Dughaim 
in the cables. 

He said Palestinian students 
should be allowed to enjoy basic 
h uman rights in acquiring know- 
ledge in peace and dignity. 

'Hie appeal followed Tuesday’s 
reports from the occupied Arab 
territories which quoted Israeli 
spokesman for the civil adminis- 
tration as saying that universities 
would be kept closed for at least 


three more months, despite Arab 
and Western protests. 

The decision defied repeated 
protests by the European Com- 
munity, which had threatened to 
suspend scientific cooperation 
with Israeli universities over the 
issue. 

Students held sit-ins at educa- 
tional institutions across the occu- 
pied West Bank earlier in the day 
to demand that the six Arab 


universities in the occupied terri- 
tories be reopened. 

Israel, claiming that the cam- 
puses were centres of unrest, 
dosed them immediately after 
the uprising erupted in December 
1987. 

According to earlier reports, 
students occupied the Red Cross 
office in Ramailah and similar 
demonstrations were reported by 
Palestinians in Jerusalem and 
Hebron. 


Experts stress Jordan’s need 
to focus on exports, manufacturing 


By Mariam M. Shubin 

. . Jordan Times Staff Writer . 

AMMAN — Jordanian trade re- 
lations should be expected to 
change significantly in the 1990s, 
trai Boh nni i ip Jordan from an im- 
port-oriented country to a state 
manufacturing and exporting 
goods and services, according to 
members of the Jordanian-Scan- 
dmavian Businessmen Associa- 
tion (Scandub), at a yearly dub 
function last week. 

“If Jordanians concentrate on 
developing small-scale industries, 
develop their marketing techni- 
ques and infrastr ucture and have 
confidence in their ability to pro- 
duce and export locally-made 
products, then the transformation 
from a service and import- 
oriented society to a manufactur- 
ing and export-oriented society 
wiD be relatively easy, said Peter 
Andersen, from the Royal Dan- 
ish Commerical Office, who is an 
active member of Scandub. 

Scandub President Khaled 


Nabghali told a group of Jorda- 
nian and Scandinavian business- 
men based in Amman that “Jor- 
dan must change and wiD-change 
from trading into production... to 
fight off the burden which has 
been put on its economy.” 

In his capacity as a member of 
Scandub, Andersen presented 
some of his thoughts as to bow 
Jordanians could help themselves 
to build a more feasible infras- 
tructure for industrial successes. 

Andersen stressed the import- 
ance of small-scale industries 
which would serve local and in- 
ternational markets. “Industries 
comprised of six- 15 people make 
up 70 per cent of the Danish 
industries,” be said. “These in- 
dustries export goods because 
Denmark’s local market, like that 
of Jordan, is small. The point is 
that such operations do not need 
milH ons of dinars. They need 
only JD 100,000 - 200,000 to 
begin with,” he pointed oat. 

He believes that while Jordan’s 
large publicly-owned industries 


such as the fertiliser, potash and 
cement factories employ 
thousands of people they also 
need heavy investment which is 
not feasible for everyone in- 
terested in establishing an in- 
dustry. 

“The message is that produc- 
tion possibilities in Jordan are 
almost limitless and the people 
have the education to do it, so let 
them go ahead. Invest, find out 
what’s needed in the internation- 
al market and build your little 
industry,'’ he said. 

One of the steps the govern- 
ment oould take, Andersen said is 
to cut tariffs on raw materials 
needed by local industries. 

‘Tf the people with the money 
don't malce thing happen in the 
business and industrial sectors 
thou the brain drain in Jordan wiD 
increase and so wiD die coun- 
try’s problems,” said Andersen. 

Outride investment 

Although most grants and 


funds made available by foreign 
institutions and governments are 
aimed at the pnblic sector, 
Anderson believes they have not 
been taken advantage of to the 
fullest. 

“Jordan is getting a lot of in- 
terest-free loans and grants from 
all over the world and maybe they 
could be used to encourage the 
public sector as well. Small indus- 
tries are not a taboo for anyone,” 
he said. 

He said that while foreigners 
had been willing to invest in 
Jordan for a long time, Jorda- 
nians had not seized that fell 
opportunities to take full advan- 
tage of what was being offered to 
them. 

“Jordanians have to know that 
foreigners need incentives to in- 
vert in Jordan. No-one has to 
invest in this country but many 
are willing and able. All we ask is 
that Jordanians meet us half way. 
Pass some encouraging invest- 
ment laws and watch the invest- 
ments grow,” Andersen said. 


Tourism 
ventures 
with Canada 
in offing 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Canadian 
delegation led by the under- 
secretary for tourism in the state 
of Alberta wifi pay a visit to 
Jordan to discuss the prospects of 
launching joint tourist ventures, 
according to a statement here 
Wednesday. 

The statement, issued after a 
meeting between Minister of 
Tourism Abdul Karim Al Kabar- 
iti and Michael Bell, Canada's 
ambassador here, said that the 
delegation would discuss a 
strategy for marketing Jordan's 
tourist sites. 

The dispatch of this delegation 
to help Jordan is seen by obser- 
vers as in keeping with a stand 
expressed by Canada's Foreign 
Minister Joe Clark in October 
last year. 

During His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s visit to Canada, dark paid 
tribute to Jordan’s development 
over the years. 


Palestinians stage strike 


(Confined Dram page 1) 

broken up by soldiers firing tear- 
gas, and six students were 
arrested, reports said. 

The six Palestmian universities 
have been dosed by army orders 
for two years. 

Tourist stabbed 

A 58-year-old British tourist 
was stabbed in the back Wednes- 
day as he walked alone in the 
West Bank town of Hebron, 
Israeli hospital officials said. 

Israel Radio said the man was 
frond by the side of a road with a 
knife in his back by a Jewish 
settler who lives near Hebron and 
mshed to hospital in Jerusal em. 

Ruth Mekel, the hospital’s 
spokeswoman, said the man was 
in moderate condition after 
surgery to repair the knife wound 
and damage to one hmg. 

Neither the hospital nor offi- 
cials at the British consulate 
would release the victim’s name, 
saying his family had not yet been 
notified. 

It was unclear what the man 
was doing alone in Hebron, 
which has been the site of repe- 
ated dashes between Palesti- 
nians, Jewish settlers and Israeli 
troops. 

Attacks on foreigners have 
been rare' during the w nrigmg. 

Since die rebellion began in 
December 1967, three foreigners 
have been killed, all in an attack 
on a bus last July. Thirteen 
Israelis were also killed in die bus 
attack. 

The arnsy said Hebron was put 
under a curfew, which enpfmes 
people to their homes, and that 


search and arrest operations were 
under way. Army officials de- 
ctined to say how many people 
were detained. 

Houses destroyed 

Israeli troops destroyed five 
bouses in the occupied territories 
Wednesday to punish the families 
of Palestinian activists accused of 
anti-Israeli crimes. 

The house demolitions occur- 
red despite repeated criticism 
from the United States and hu- 
man righ ts groups that Israel's 
policy of destroying and sealing 
houses constitutes collective 
punishment 

The U.S. State Department 
said in its human rights report 
released Feb. 20 that “the United 
States believes demolition and 
sealing as punishment famili es 
contravenes the Fourth Geneva 
Convention.” 

The convention, to which 
Israel is a signatory, regulates the 
rights and treatment of people 
under occupation. 

One of the homes blown up, in 
the Jabafiya refugee camp in the 
Gaza Strip, belonged to 60-year- 
old Abdul Raoof Mabhouh and 
included two other apartments 
housing a total of 35 people, 
reports said. 

The army said Mabhouh’s son 
Mahmud, 30, was wanted in con- 
nection wife the kidnapping of 
two Israeli soldiers last year. 
Military officials who insisted on 
anonymity said Mahmud was a 
member of the Islamic fun- 
damentalist Hamas movement 
and is believed to have fled to 
Egypt 


Jordan begins exports of flowers 


. (Continued Cram page 1) 

“What is special about the con- 
signment is that it is a combined 
effort of exporters who are pri- 
vate sector producers, and 
AMO, which is a government 
agency,” he pointed out 
Awamieh stressed that while 
in the past, relations between 
the government sector and the 
agricultural community were 
often strained and recent moves 


indicated that relations were 
being reestablished. 

“Agriculture is very impor- 
tant to Jordan. At present 
approximately 12 per cent of 
Jordanian exports are agricultu- 
ral exports and they could in- 
crease easily if Jordanian agri- 
cultural exporters work 
together,” Awamieh said. 

He said that Jordanian veget- 
able exports worldwide 


amounted to 350,000 tonnes in 
the 1986-87 season and in- 
creased to 580,000 tonnes in the 
1988-89 season. Vegetable ex- 
ports to EC countries during 
the same period increased from 
380 tonnes to 2,000 tonnes. 

Israel, a main vegetable and 
fruits exporter to EC countries, 
exports $150 million worth of 
fruits and vegetables to West 
Germany every year. 


Arab American voice heard. Dole says 


(Continued from page 1) 

Boehlert, Republican from New 
York; Joe Kennedy , Democrat 
from Massachusetts; mid Howard 
Nielsen, Republican from Utah. 

During a session on Lebanon, 
David Newton, director of the 
office of Jordan, Lebanon, Syria 
and Palestinian affair s at the De- 
partment of State, said the Un- 
ited States strongly supports the 
legitimate government of Presi- 
dent Ehas Hrawi in Lebanon. 

On the issue of arms flows from 
other countries into Lebanon, 
Newton said, “Everybody should 
do everything that can be done to 
keep aims out” Asked whether 
the United States will send a 
special envoy to Lebanon, New- 
ton said, “I don’t see a lot to be 
gained by a special envoy.” 

Priorities for the United States 
in Lebanon should be to “get 
Israel out of Lebanon and with 
the Soviet Union, impose an 
embargo on arms flowing into 
Lebanon,” James Zogby, the ex- 
ecutive director of the Arab 


American Institute, told parti- 
cipants. “The best key to Amer- 
ican intentions in Lebanon is to 

make it dear to Israel that it most 

leave Lebanon,” Zogby said. 

On the question of the Middle 
East peace process, Peter Eicher, 
deputy director of the Office of 
Egypti an Affairs at the State De- 
partment, said that “advancing 
tile peace process is a high foreign 
policy priority for the Bush admi- 
nistration.” 

Despite political constraints 
faced by all parties, the peace 
process “continues to show vital- 
ity,” Eicher stressed. The United 
States “will continue to be 
steady, aud to press Israelis and 
Palestinians into a structured dia- 
logue, elections and negotia- 
tions.” 

WSHam Quandt, senior fellow 
at the Brookings Institution, out- 
fined positive and negative ele- 
ments to the peace process. He 
noted “virtual Arab unanimity in 
support of the two-state solution” 
as a positive point He under- 


scored the “remarkable degre 
political realism” displayed 
the Palestinians in accepting 
gradual approach to the pi 
process. Quandt noted that i 
fie opinion polls in Israel and 
United States demonstrate 
creased support in Arab and J 
ish communities for reconc 
txn. 

On the negative side, Qua 
pointed to the “stalemate in 
Israeli body politic, makin 
impossible to make conclus 
on poEcy.” Soviet Jewish end 
tion to Israel may also -con tril 
to “less inclination to tenitc 
compromise by the Israeli i 
ernmeot,” he said. He m 
tioned whether the Palestn 
support for restraint wifl conti 
without progress in the pe 
process. There are “signs 
movement towards a more r 
tant alternative,” he said. 

“The passage of time does 
work in favour of fe 
peace process. Things will 
worse, and human costs conti 
to mourn,” Quandt stressed 
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the feet, 


tout wh< 


THE LATEST flurry of diplomatic and political activities In 
Wasaiagton, Tel Aviv and Cairo seem to suggest that a 
breakthrough on Israefi-Palestinan talks is imminent. What 
propelled this guarded optimism is the growing signals 
e manating from Israel that the government there is on Die 
verge of accepting the U.S. proposal for an Israeli- 
Pales tinian dialogue. If this expectation actually material- 
ises, it will meas that American policy in the Middle East 
has scored a first strike, especially if this projected Israeli 
acceptance of dialogue is paralleled by a unified Palestinian 
acceptance of the U.S. terms for such talks. 

Yet, there is fear that all the optimism generated by 
these early developments is premature. To begin with, 
Israeli Prime Minister Altzhak Shamir is again having cold 
feet on the prospects of Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, 
lodging by his record, both recent and ancient, there is 
nothing that Shamir dreads more than dealing with (he 
Palestinian side head on for fear that such negotiations 
would come to fruition . S hamir dearly feds more 
comfortable when chances are nil for peace talks with the 
Palestinian side. What is even more formidable is the fact 
that any such Palestinian- Israeli talks would necessarily 
take a long and tortuous road before they can be expected to 
produce real results. It is one thing to start such a dialogue 
and quite another to end it on positive and fair terms. Thus 
far there are no indicators from Israel that suggest that 
either the Labour or Likud parties have reconciled them- 
selves to the proposition that Israel has to yield to the “peace 
fra- territories formula” before there can be genuine and 
lasting peace between it and its neighbours. 

Nevertheless, there is no good purpose that can be served 
by pouring cold water on the prospects of peace talks in the 
Middle East. While it is too early to pin much hopes on the 
U.S. proposal getting the parties concerned anywhere, it is 
also premature to forecast gloom and doom in the ongoing 
search for peace. One thing, however, is sure: Time is 
ticking away very fast and playing wefl into the hands of 
extremism on both sides of the fence. Maybe Shamir has 
won bis first round with Sharon, Levy and Modai, hot there 
is no sure way to foretell the consequences of the next rounds 
between him and the extremists on his side of the fence. On 
the Arab side, it is a foregone conclusion that holding peace 
ir =bsyan ce in the Middle East for much longer would reap 
nDad::i for Arab extremism as well. That is why time is not 
os the side of peace in the Middle East and the sooner the 
Palestinian conflict is brought to a peaceful and just 
resolution the better it would be for all concerned. There 
remains, however, no escape from convening an interna- 
tional conference on peace in the Middle East. Preliminary 
talks betwen the Palestinians and Israelis can take and 
should take place. But. at one stage or another, such 
negotiations need to be incorporated into the negotiations mi 
the broader Arab-5srae!i conflict where the U.N. Security 
Council would also have an opportunity to guarantee the 
outcome of the Arab- Israeli negotiations for all times. 
Anything less than that would simply be self-defeating for all 
sides. 
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King Hussein will no doubt try through his current tour in the 
Gulf states to bolster ties between the Gulf Cooperation Conned 
(GCC) and the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC), said A1 Ra’i 
Arabic daily Wednesday. The paper said this is a natural 
endeavour in view of the grave dangers and challenges facing the 
Arab World at the moment, and as the need for collective Arab 
action is growing every day. The Arab Nation in general and the 
ACC and GCC blocs in particular possess vast potentials which 
can serve as a tool for joint action to deal with the common 
threats, the paper continued. It said that the Jewish influx into 
Palestine is no doubt at the top of priorities for the nation, since it 
is an issue that concerns all Arabs and not only Jordan mid the 
Palestinians. Therefore, said the paper, there is no alternative to 
collective efforts and a Arm stand at this crucial moment in Arab 
history and there is no alternative to a united and strong Arab 
Nation which does not only deal with this important issue but can 
take the Arabs into the 21 first century. 

A columnist in AI Ra'i daily Wednesday calls on the Ministry of 
Labour to put an end to irresponsible action by employers who 
desperately try to secure the employment of non-Jordanians to 
work for them at a lower salary and under more difficult 
conditions. Sateh Abdul Sam ad says that some employers put up 
misleading advertisements in the local press, requesting workers 
to carry out such jobs as cleaning and handling, and at the same 
time demand that the applicants should have completed their 
secondary education and carry Tawjihi certificates. The writer 
notes that such jobs do not require any certificates or degrees; and 
the employers realise in advance that no people with certifi ues 
would come forth to take up these occupations. After faiiitii 
receive applications under these terms, he says, these employe, 
call on the Ministry of Labour to allow them to employ 
non-Jordanians since they received no applications from Jorda- 
nian workers for the same occupations. 

AI Dustoar daily criticises Israel for’dragging its feet to a meetur 
that would group the foreign ministers of Israel, the United State j 
and Egypt and which had been scheduled a long time ago. The 
paper said it seems that Israel is delaying any diplomatic initiative 
that has to do with the Middle East and is trying to stall any moves 
to hold elections in the occupied territories, as the projected 
meeting was hoping to achieve. We are led to believe now that 
Shamir does not want other parties' ideas on future peace but 
rather he wants to have his own way; and elections that serve 
Israel's purpose and no others, the paper said. We do not believe 
that a meeting between the three countries' foreign ministers 
requires so much time to prepare for, nor do we believe that the 
three, ministers will arrive at a decision ensuring Israel’s total 
withdrawal from Arab lands, the paper continued. 


Talking Straight 


By Marian Mnasher 


Witch- hunting spells disaster 


ABOUT a year ago, the government issued a military decree 
dosing down all moneychangers in the country for what it called 
speculation on the dinar by them which led to the economic crisis 
the country was going through. Almost immediately, our press 
jumped on the wagon and published all kinds of articles 
supporting the government’s position and even going beyond it, 
accusing moneychangers with every atrocity in the book. Two 
months later, toe government collapsed, the country woke up to 
the fact that the economic crisis was much larger than anybody 
thought, and by the passage of time, it became apparent to 
everybody that no particular group or business sector alone could 
have been responsible for the crisis. It even became apparent that 
the largest factor responsible for our deep economic crisis was 
mismanagement by ail successive governments who would not 
take toe necessary measures to prevent the problem from 
happening. Today, the public mood is even sympathetic for toe 
return of moneychangers who were made scapegoats. ' The 
prevailing feeling is that they were grossly mistreated by dosing 
their businesses, for over a year now, and that they already should 
have been allowed to resume tbeir operations. 

Two weeks ago toe Ministry of Labour issued a directive which 
has effectively banned foreign workers in Jordan from renewing 
their licenses except in certain sectors of the economy. Again, the 
press immediately and blindly jumped on the wagon, and, 
together with the ministry, reduced the whole problem of 
unemployment to blaming those “greedy businessmen’' who 
refuse to employ Jordanians and who mistreat foreigners. No 
attempt was even made to look at the issue from all sides and to 
deal with it rationally. The scapegoat mentality again ruled our 
behaviour. 


LETTERS 

Clariff cation 


To the Editor: 

In accordance with the freedom of the press, we would be 
grateful if you published the following in clarification of the report 
concerning the “Unaccounted U.S. $22. 5 million Petra Bank deal 
surfaces,” published on the front page of your- newspaper dated 
Feb. 15-16 1990. 

We would obviously like the following clarification to be 
printed in the same place as the above-mentioned report. 

The previous Petra Bank management had discounted prom- 
issory notes with foreign banks totalling U.S. $22.5 mUfioo 
detailed as foliows: 

1. On Dec. 22, 1988. three promissory notes were discounted 
for a total of U.S.S7.5 millio n. The net proceeds of these were 
credited to toe Petra Bank account with Mantnist Co., New York 
per attached bank credit note. 

2. On Jan. 23, 1989, six promissory notes were discounted for a 
total of US$15 million. The net proceeds of these were also 
credited to toe Petra Bank account with Mantrust Co. New York 
per attached credit note. 

We are surprised that your so-called “informed sources'* did 
not mention this fact. Furthermore your so-called “informed 
sources” at toe bank should not have leaked such biased 
information at this time. 

These promissory notes are binding on toe Petra Bank 
regardless of who represents the management. It is our firm belief 
that toe “informed sources” at toe bank, in leaking such 
information, are trying to cover-up the present management's 
failure in meeting their obligations in this case. 

The bank in fact engaged in such trade operations extensively in 
the past several years totalling hundreds of millions of dollars with 
toe knowledge of the Central Bank of Jordan. This method of 
funding trade is considered normal procedure in international 
banking. 

Ahmad ChabM 


Editor's note: The above letter was facsimiled to the Jordan 
Times. Tbe writer did not indude bis address in it. 


Great country 


To the Editor: 

I ARRIVED eight days ago, a guest of your country, sponsored 
by the United States government to complete a 21-day mission to 
teach and improve basketball in Jordan. What a wonderful eight 
days it has been, I arrived knowing little about your country, but 
in a very short time I have come to love and respect your people. 
You are a kind, educated people who show a profound love for 
your King and a deep respect for visitors and each other. As a 
guest in homes, or being in constant contact with people of all 
ages, 1 now have nothing but respect for your beautiful country 
and its rich traditions. You are a justly proud people. Having 
spent a great deal of time with the youth of tbe nation I can assure 
you your country is in good hands for Avyde s to come. 

I come a stranger but in 13 days I will leave a friend. Upon 
return to tbe United States, I will proclaim to all I meet, the 
greatness, beauty and kindness I found across the ocean -in the 
land called Jordan. 

Coach John Weinert 
Bowling Greene U ni versity. 

U.S.A. 


Make haste slowly 


To the Editor, 

OUR hasty reaction to the Soviet decision regarding Soviet Jews 
and their mass immigration to Israel is again a manifestation of 
our naivety and superficial treatment of the sudden challenges we 
usually face. 

We have made a loud noise that was echoed by many of our 
supporters; but have we come up with a pragmatic and practical 
proposition? 

Don’t we deceive ourselves and walk into the set trap when we 
portray the whole problem as a fear that the mass of the arriving 
Soviet Jews will settle in our occupied territories? 

This portrayal helped our enemies to neutralise the problem. 
The Israeli government declared that it has no plans to settle 
Soviet Jews in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The Americans are 
de m a nd in g assurances from Israel to the same effect The USSR 
is doing the same. The rest of the world will be satisfied if toe 
newcomers are settled only in prc-1967 Israeli held areas. 

Assuming this demand has been strictly adhered to what will 
prevent the Soviet Jews from displacing an equal willing number 
of non-Soviet Israelis from Tel Aviv or other Israeli towns to the 
occupied land? The result is the same. More Israeli expansion, 
more Palestinian sufiering^nore hatred and less chances for 
peace. 

Why don’t we re think our strategies? 

Why don't we follow Benjamin Franklin’s saying “Make baste 
slowly"? 

M. Abo Sand 


Through the first and second examples, our society has also 
been faced with a new phenomenon, that of underground leaflets 
accusing jest about everybody in society with corruption. When 
they first appeared, the justification was that lack of freedoms had 
left people with no choice but to resort to these practices in order 
to voice, their grievances. Today, with freedoms restored, leaflets 
have not only continued to appear, but have also dropped to such v 
a low level of what can only be described as scum that people 
reading them for amusement rather than as outlets ageftst 
corruption. /- 

The list is long, but I do not need to go any furtherto diaim that 
we are engaging ourselves in a process of national witch-hunting. 
No two people would differ that today we free severe difficulties, 
on top of which is our present economic crisis. There are two 
alternatives we can opt for to deal with this crisis, however. We 
can choose tbe easy way out, like we have been doing, and look 
for scapegoats to cover our own impotence, or we can join hands 
in studying the causes of toe problem and work together to 
overcome it. Tins is the more diffic ult, but more productive, and 
ultimately rewarding option. It is a national tragedy that both toe 
government and the press, despite the vast changes they both 
experienced in personalities and outlooks over toe past year, 
appear to have chosen the first course. It is a course that evades 
the real issues by directing society’s energies at jumping at each 
other’s throats instead of looking at the overall picture hi an 
analytical way and suggesting proper solutions. It is a coarse, I am 
afraid, that could lead to dfcaster. 

It does not take a world-class economist to realise that one of 
the most important factors in any economic recovery we hope to 
achieve is private investment. This investment does not crane 


about because of an emotional appeal by the government to its 
people. Rather, , it is the product of a process of confideme- 
building, a healthy atmosphere nourished by the government 
through a package of consistent and dear pohoes, and supported 
tty the private sector. 

The need for society to work as a team has never been more 
evident as now. Instead, we have managed to draw a rift between 
the private and public sectors that has never been as wide. To the 
public, tbe private sector is today tyaonymoas with greed, and 
special interests. Likewise, the public sector is synonymous with 
corruption, inefficiency, inconsistency, impotence. 

These feelings have bo doubt been nourished by greedy, 
inefficient, corrupt, inconsistent practices on both sides. What I 
am afraid of is that they are turning into a pattern of poUdes takeo 
from institutions rather than individual actions. What is also 


aggravating the problem is that the press is not playing a positive 
role here. For whatever historical reasons, our press has not 
developed to the point where it can analytically look at issues, 
truly allow a debate where all sides are represented, and present a 
realistic situation so that the public mood can be affected 
positively. 

Today, instead of creating an atmosp he re of trust that would 
bring the private and public sectors closer together, we have 
collectively been responsible for drawing them further apart We - 
can go on with this process of witch hunting, and while believing 
we are doing the public good ruin the country, or we can stop and' 
take a deep look at measures we can take that would allow us to 
truly join forces, in action and not in words, to get out of the 
crisis. History provides us with examples of nations which have 
followed both courses of action. The choke is ours. - 


Romanian ideological guru 
looks at revolution’s roots, impact 


By Edith M. Lederer 

Tbe Associated Press 

BUCHAREST, Romania — Sil- 
via Brucan put it in writing two 
years ago: tty 1990, he predicted, 
a new generation would be lead- 
ing toe Eastern bloc. 

As he watched the dominoes 
tumble in Eastern Europe last 
year, tbe Stalinist turned dissi- 
dent feared be had been wrong 
about his own country. 

“When December came I got 
frightened that I have only one 
month. And when Pec. 22 came, 
I was relieved,” he said, smiling 
broadly. "We did ft.” 

B mean’s position in Romania 
is unique: the “eminence grise” 
of the National Salvation Front, 
which took power in the revolu- 
tion. He resigned from its execu- 
tive bureau but remains in. his old 
large office advising on key issues 
and plotting tbe front’s campaign 
for toe May 20 general election. 

Two months after the popular 
uprising that ended the 24-year 
dictatorship of Nicolae Ceauses- 
cu, Brucan said, tbe Ro manian 
revolution is having its own im- 
pact on the two Communist 
giants, the Soviet Union and 
China. 

In China, be said, minions of 
people whose democratic upris- 
ing in T iananmen Square last sum- 
mer was put down by the Chinese 
army are fixated on the snccess of 
toe people’s revolt in Romania 
that had the support from the 
army. 

“It’s a Romanian obsession in 
China, and that will topple them 


Mutt’o’ Jeff 


MUTT. CAN 1/ SURE/ 1 
DORR OW ( WHAT CHA 
YoDR HAND ( DOIN ? 
DRILL? /S' r 


(the Communists),” Brucan said 
in a recent interview. 

“And not only in China, I tirinlr 
it affected, perhaps even more so, 
toe Soviet Union.” 

Before December’s revolution, 
be said, the decisions of the last 
Soviet Communist Party Central 
Committee, including relin- 
quishing its monpoly on power, 
“were inconceivable.” 

Tbe 74-year-old Brucan has 
been a journalist, academic and 
ambassador to tbe United States 
from 1956-59 and toe United Na- 
tions from 1959-62. Once a Sta- 
linist and ranking party member, 
he broke with Ceansescu in 1965. 

He was placed under house 
arrest in March 1989 with five 
other Romanians who signed an 
open letter criticising the dic- 
tator. 

Brucan's • re-emergence in re- 
volutionary Romania has been 
controversial. 

He has been denounced as a 
Stalinist, but Brucan says be re- 
jected Stafimsm long ago, and 
describes himself as committed to 
multiparty democracy. 

Co mm u nist parties in Eastern 
Europe “are doomed to extinc- 
tion,” he says, by a scientific and 
technological revolution that has 
created distinct social groups and 
virtually destroyed the working 
class which has been their base of 
support. 

In a prophetic artide published 
in 1987 in the Boston monthly 
woridpaper (CQ) and reprinted 
in the International Herald Tri- 
bune, be foresaw the collapse of 
toe East bloc dictatorships. 


“Conservative leaders clinging 
to economic orthodoxy face a 
formidable challenge that is 
bound to accelerate the changing 
of the guard. By 1990 a new 
political generation will be in 
command all over Eastern 
Europe,” be wrote. 

He theorised that the econo- 
mies of toe Soviet Union, Poland 
and Hungary would be governed 
by toe market, that Czechoslova- 
kia and Bulgaria were moving 
cautiously in that direction, and 
that Romania “will have no 
choice” because of tbe integra- 
tion of the East bloc economies. 

But Brucan said the power 
behind Romania’s revolution was 
totally unexpected. . 

“I didn't expect a popular ex- 
plosion of such magnitud e, espe- 
cially I didn’t expect the youth in 
Romania to have such a high 
political and civic conscience,” he 
said. 

AsTie watched the rise of Soli- 
darity in Poland and signs of 
demoexatisatkm in other East 
bloc countries, Brucan said his 
main concern was trying to keep 
from being killed by Ceausescu. 

After criticising Ceausescu 
over his brutal suppression of riots 
in Brasov in 1987, Brucan Was put 
under house arrest. In October 
1988, quite unexpectedly, he was 
offered a passport to go to the 
United States. 

Fearing a trap, be said be 
decided to stop in London and 
Moscow as well “and mak e my 
nam e known so much interna- 


tionally that the price of killing -.- 
me was so high that Ceausescu - 
could not pay." 

Pressure from the United -. 
States, Britain and Soviet Union ' 
saved him from arrest on his - 
return home in late November . 
1988, he said. 

During his stopover in Mos- - 
cow, Brucan said the Soviets 
made “a very reluctant" promise - 
of support should Ceansescu fell. 
But be vehemently denied that? 
there had been a c o nspiracy 
topple the dictator, calling such - 
reports in the Western press 
“trash.” 

“If there was a plot and we . 
succeed... don’t you think we 
should have boasted about it and 
made political capital about it?” . 
he asked. “It would have streng- 
thened considerably our legitima- 
cy — and political modesty basao 
place, particularly at a tone of 
revolution.” 

The front, a group of 150 intel- 
lectuals, workers and dissidents, 
at first pledged to stay oat of the 
election but reversed itself last 
month. Daily demonstrations cal- 
urinated in the front’s agreement‘s • 
three weeks ago to share power 
with 37 political parties in a coun- 
cil of national unity until the 
election. 

The most difficult thing since 
the revolution, Brucan said, “was 
to convince people to share pow- 
er with the other political parties 
— and to get acros toe. point... 
that a strong opposition is essen- 
tial in a democracy. That is now 
over.” 


lM WORK IN 'ON 
AN IDEA OUT 
IN THE KITCHEN. 
I’LL SHOW YA 
WHEN -I'M 
1 THROUGH* 
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and reapplying forU.S. visas 


By Serene Habsa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A long line of peo- 
ple waiting patiently in front of 


become a landmark in Jabal Am- 
man, raising curiosity . among 
many passers-by. But for those 
who know, the people lined op 
have only one irnng in mmd — 
obtain an American visa, whether 
tourist, immigrant, business or 
Student. 

People start gathering in front 
of the American mission aseariy 

as seven in the morning on every 
week day, huddling in the odd, 
clutching documents and pass- 
ports, and await their turn to 
enter the budding awl present 
their case. 

Some of them are lucky to get a 
visa at the first try, and others 
return there with whatever pap- 
ers they did not have when they 
first applied. Still others leave 
totally disappointed, never to 
comeback. 

“My first application was 
toped down,** said Wahid Hus- 
sein Ali Hussein, a mechanic. 


“Now I am armed with ah the 
papers they wanted: an employ- 
ment certificate, a bank state- 
ment and a copy of my em- 
ployers’ license for an electrical 
maintenance shop," he told the 
Jordan limes as he waited for his 
turn. 

Mohammad • Ali Obeidi, 
another youth standing next to 
Hussein, was upbeat, afthough he 
did not know if he would StV 
among the hicky ones to get a visa 
to the U.S. 

By and large, these sentiments 
were echoed by most of the peo- 
ple in the hue. For many, an 
American visa represents “an 
escape, a refuge and a chance to 
make better money,” summed up 
a middle-aged man who said he 
was a businessman but declined 
to be named. 

According to an official at the 
American consulate, there is al- 
ways a sound reason why visa 
applications are turned down. 
“Ihe applicants have to prove to 
the consul that they qualify for a 
visa according to the parameters 
laid down by American law,** be 
said. First and foremost, die ap- 


plicant for a tourist or business 
visa has to show evidence that be 
or she intends to return to Jordan 
after the visit; a bank statement, 
real estate documents or certifi- 
cates attesting that he or she 
bolds a steady jobd in Jordan. 

Many voiced complaints that 
the passports of rejected visa 
applicants were stamped by the 
fftiunlafft indicating that the hol- 
- tier’s visa application has been 
"Vymed down. “This makes it dif- 
ficult to reapply,” commented a 
young 1 girl who declined to be 
named. ' 

But the consulate official, who 
spoke to the Jordan Times on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
procedure of stamping the pass- 
port was legal under international 
Law and that “an applicant can 
reapply; the refusal of an earlier 
application does not prejtufice a 
second one.” 

According to the official, 
a p p r oxim ately 26,000 Jordanians 
were issued tourist visas to the 
U.S. last year. 

Immigrants 

Immigrants visas represent a 


totally different story starting 
from applications filed months or 
even years ahead and winding 
through bureaucracy and “dozens 
and dozens of official docu- 
ments,” mid a .woman applicant 
Mariam Subhi and her hus- 
band, a truck driver, said they 
had applied for immigrant visas 
so that they could work in the 
U.S. and “make more money.” 

. Sand A1 Manaseer, a school- 
teacher with a degree in telecom- 
munications, wants to emigrate 
because “the economic situation 
in Jordan is bad. I want to get a 
job in the U.S. as well as pursue 
higher education.” 

TiTian A1 Hindi said she wanted 
to join her family members who 
already hold “green cards” in the 
U.S. 

The consulate official said the 
number of immigrant applica- 
tions rose from 1.300 in 1983 to 
1,600 in 1989, not a dramatic 
increase H ^pi te a steady rise in 
people seeking to emigrate to.the 
U.S. as reported by independent 
observers. 

“We have been working on a 
system of family reunification 


special job stills ,” said the consu- 
late official. “Nationality is not 
an issue,” he said referring to a 
quota sjstem introduced in 1967 
to replace an earlier system in 
force snee 1952 and based on 
nationality. “The only limitation 
on nationality is that no more 
than 40,000 people from one 
country can emigrate to the U.S. 
in one year,” the official added. 

The only exception, it will 
appear, is Soviets. According to 
the American ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Roscoe Suddartb. the quota 
for Soviet immigrants for fiscal 
1990 (October 1989 to September 
1990) is 50,000, which could be 
raised by 20,000 under a parole 
and immigration programme and 
by another 30,000 under prop- 
osed legislation. The ambassador 
released these figures at a recent 
meeting with a group of Jorda- 
nian activists who complained 
that American restrictions were 
forcing Soviet Jewish emigres to 
go to Israel and foe occupied 
territories. 

Six or seven countries, includ- 
ing the Philippines, India, Mexico 
ami Jamaica, have reached foe 


40,000-per-year immigrant quota 
limit, but “none of foe Arab 
countries has readied this mark,” 
foe consulate official told the 
Jordan Times. 

No quotas are imposed on 
tourist visas, he added. But he 
conld not provide comparative 
statistics from other countries. 

Students 

Students visas represent 
another category. Every applica- 
tion should be accompanied by a 
valid acceptance certificate — 
commonly known as Form 120 — 
from an acredited American uni- 
versity or college, and evidence 
that the applicant has sufficient 
financial means to pay for the 
expenses of his/her education. In 
addition, the applicant should 
also have an “acceptable 
academic record,” the offidal 
said. 

The official could not provide 
any figure on people who 
“abuse" their tourist or student 
visas and opt to stay on in the 
United States. “No records or 
figures are available in this con- 
text,” he said. 


Why the secrecy? 


By Vladimir Pustogarov 

Speaking at the USSR Congress of People's Deputies in Moscow 
in June, Mikhail Gorbachev for the first time ever revealed the 
country's defence spending. Soon afterwards , the Soviet press 
gave the details of the military budget's structure. Prune Minister 
Ryzhkov revealed the Soviet Union's foreign debt in his speech at 
the Congress. This, too, was done for the first time. The Soviet 
space shuttle Busan has been on show at Lc Bomget in France. 
The Soviet press now widely publishes information which , until 
recently was prohibited t foe crime situation, number of people 
entering and leaving tire country, and many other things. Down 
come the ramparts of secrecy, which the c omman d and adminis- 
trative system had built up for decades. The writer is a member of 
the Association of Soviet Lawyers; and the article is reprinted 
from the Soviet magazine. Culture and life. 


SECRECY was inherent in the 
command and ad muristr ative sys- 
tem. It cemented the system and 
lud its mechanism from the eyes 
of the people. Total secrecy lay as 
a heavy burden on our economy 
and public life. It assisted the 
deformation of the relationship 
between foe society and the state 
and a Hewat«d the citizen from the 
. state. Secrecy fenced the Soviet 
Union off from international life 
and prevented it from' actively 
participating in scientific and 
technological exchanges and the 
international division sustained 
enormous intellectual and mate- 
rial losses and earned the reputa- 
tion of a dosed society, which hid 
its plans and ideas. 

Excessive secrecy, in the mean- 
time, is not foe fruit of a well- 
planned government policy. It is 
foe other way round, the con- 
sequence of the absence of such a 
policy. I want to. say from a 
lawyer's point of view that the 
diktat of secrecy was fostered by 
foe absence of a dear-cut legal 
foundation. Distinct from foe 
U.S., France, Britain, China, Po- 
land arid other countries, the 
Soviet Union never bad laws to 
protect state secrets. Everything 
was placed in the hands of the 
executive authorities, to be more 
precise , in the hands of numerous 
ministries and departments, who 
cut off political, military, foreign 
policy and other information, at 
wifi. No wonder that die sphere 
of secrecy broad ene d to unjustifi- 
able proportions while the pro- 
cess of making som eth ing secret 
often assumed a formal and sub- 
jective nature. 

At one time detailed maps of 
Moscow were not even sold in the 
Soviet Union, and were only 
available in the West The situa- 
tion persisted in spite of the feet 
that modern technology makes it 
very easy to take foe necessary 
photographs from outer space. 

Perestroika demands ever 
mare insistently fiat the entire 
system erf protecting state secrets 
be reorganised. In my view, a 
State Secrets Protection Act 
couM become a basic lever in 
such a fundamental reorganisa- 
tion. Adoption of such an act 

would [dace foe protection of 
state secrets on a definite legal 
foundation. Like the laws on pub- 
fieity; foe press and state security, 
foe content of this law most fit 
into foe framework erf the politic- 
al reform and foe shaping of a 
legal soefefist state. 

_ Preparation of a. State Secrets 
Protection Law poses many com- 
plicated problems and requires 
alternative Variants as well as a 
comprehensive approach. Its 
adoption would inevitably entail 
changes in economic, ami,' cri- 
wgnai and administrative legisla- 
tion and may start a txeod in legal 
reform. It transpires from numer- 
ous debates between lawyers that 
the entire regkne of secrecy in a 
law-regulated socialist state must 
proceed from foe presumption 
that information is generally 
available. In other words, foe 
of secrecy . may involve 
sadh. information that the 
law has deagnated as a state 
secret. Restricting in form a tion .■ 


arbitrarily is as unlawful as dis- 
closing a state secret That is why 
ft is my opinion that hiding in- 
formation under die cover of a 
state secret when it is not secret 
should be punished and punish- 
ment should be especially severe 
if it caused economic or ecologic- 
al losses or the violation of the 
legal interests of labour collec- 
tives, individual citizens or public 
or ganisatio ns. In general, foe 
protection of state secrets cannot 
be used as a cover for actions 
violating foe rights of citizens, 
offered them by die Constitution 
of the USSR. 

It is very important to separate 
production, commercial and offi- 
dal secrets from state secrets. We 
5tffl classify all these things as 
state secrets, whose drvulgence is 
considered as espionage or bet- 
rayal of foe country. This practice 
harm* rarr society and c ontiadic tg 
the very spirit of perestroika. 

There is urgent need to estab- 
lish a national body for the pro- 
tection erf state secrets. It is now 
generally thought that die State 
Security Committee (KGB) is 
such a body, but this is not true. 
Tim secrecy stamps are estab- 
lished by ministries and depart- 
ments, who often take their own 
view of state secrets, which 
accords with their departmental 
interests. State secrets protect the 
vitally important interests of the 
Soviet people, but the protection 
of such secrets does not vet rest 
on the foundation of a dear-cut 
poficy and efficient organisation. 
According to a Russian saying, a 


child is apt to lose an eye when it 
has as man y as seven muses. 

The restructuring of the gov- 
ernment’s secrecy policy is closely 
connected with the USSR's fore- 
ign policy activities, which are 
based on new thinking and, speci- 
fically, on the principle of open- 
ness. There have been a series of 
large-scale Soviet proposals, dur- 
ing the past few years, concerning 
the consolidation of peace and 
security, the development of 
cooperation and understanding 
between peoples. The proposals 
range from stage-by-stage li- 
quidation of nuclear arsenals, the 
reduction of conventional arms to 
foe limi ts of reasonable sufficien- 
cy, foe strengthening of the U.N. 
and the more efficient use of its 
mechanisms, the political settle- 
ment of regional conflicts to the 
construction of a European home. 

Realisation of these initiatives 
will narrow areas erf secrecy in 
inter-governmental relations and 
establish a .climate of mist bo-, 
tween them as well as a sense , of 
security. The reorganisation of 
the system of protecting state 
secrets of the USSR is part of this 
overall process. It must specifical- 
ly offer greater elbow-room on 
the world market for Soviet en- 
terprises and remove excessive 
obstacles to the establishment of 
joint and mixed enterprises. 

People’s diplomacy, which 
binds millions together with rela- 
tions based on trust, plays a great 
role in bringing nations together 
and removing enemy images. 
5*s diplomacy has no secrets 
its openness substantially in- 
fluences the shaping of modern 
international relationships. 

Through cultural exchanges, re- 
ciprocal visits of delegations and 
contacts between c itiz ens as well 
as the organisation of exhibitions 
and other initiatives, the Union 
of Soviet Friendship Societies 
helps broad sections of die fore- 
ign public to get a true picture of 
me m the USSR and foe Soviet 
le to learn the truth about 
abroad. People’s diplomacy 
destroys the ramparts of nmn- 
formedness and suspicion, of hos- 
tility and. fear. 


Robert Mitchum prepares 
for his first TV comedy series 


By Ronald Clarke 

Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — Robert 
Mitchum looks bored. He sprawls 
in Us chair and looks as if be is 
back playing private investigator 
Philip Marlowe, waiting to be 
beaten up on page 20 of the 
script. 

“Are yon still getting the hard- 
boiled detective roles?” A repor- 
ters asks. 

The heavily lidded eyes flicker. 
“Well, not for the last two days 
I haven't, no,” Mitchum says. 

“Why are you doing a televi- 
sion series?” 

“That’s what I do for a living. 
I’m a professional actor. Meat is 
meat.” 

“Why a television series now?” 
Nobody ever asked me be- 
fore.” 

“You never got any scripts?” 
“Okay, I Bed.” 

Mi tchum , the star of more than 
100 films, Ha* made a dramatic 
switch in his cafeef and, at 72, 
will star in Us first half-hour 
television series, portraying a 
cantankerous old man who is 
befriended by four orpahned ch3-. 
dren. 

The NBC network describes 
the series. Regular Joe, as a 
light-hearted family comedy ab- 
out a homeless curmudgeon. 

Mitchum, a well-read man who 
has written film scripts, music and 
poetry, had been brought to a 
news conference to publicise the 
series. 

He is at ease talking on any 
subject as long as the subject is 
not Robert Mitchum. 

“Mr. Mitchum, do you watch 
any situation comedies?” 

"No.” 

“Did you watch your series 
*War and Remembrance’ when it 
was on the air?” 

“No.” 

“Mr. Mitchum, how long since 
you've done comedy?” 

“Oh, probably the Grass is 
Greener,’ I think.” 

“When was that?” 

“I have no idea,” Mitchum 
mutters. 

Mitchum allows that be is con- 
fident he win not have to work 
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Robert Mitchum 

foe long hours demanded of 
many television Series. 

"Not if you’re working with 
children,” be said with a trace of 
a smile. “The social department 
won't permit them to work too 
long.” 

Mitchum also lets on that one 
of foe things be Hkes about appear- 
ing in “regular joe” is that he will 
not have to wear makeup. 

“I don’t think I’ve worn 
makeup in 99 per cent of my film 
appearances,” be said. “As long 
as they don't have to put a scar on 
me or turn my hair green I don't 
wear makeup.” 

Mitcham, who has earned foe 
reputation — despite his repeated 
denials — of being one of the best 
actors in Hollywood, becomes 
more animated when he is asked 
how he prepared himself for his 
role as a homeless person. 

“I had a little experience in 
those conditions myself,” he re- 
membered. “I was 15 years old. 
They had a ready answer then for 
the homeless. They gave me 180 
days on a ehain gang.” 

“We’ll find a home for yon, 
boy,” they said. 

“I was without a home and 


broke. As for as they were con- 
cerned I was a dangerous and 
suspicions character with no visi- 
ble means of support. I was in 
Chatham County. Georgia.” 

“I left borne because there was 
no room at the table. I didn't 
make a head count. I just took off 
because there wasn’t enough to 
go round. I felt I might alleviate 
the situation if I made myself 
scarce.” 

“I think it cost them 38 cents a 
day to feed and house you at the 
time and they rented you out for 
$2 and 50 cents a day. That was 
the answer then to the home- 
less/’ 

Mitchum jumped on a freight 
train and beaded for Hollywood 
— and stardom. He has been 
married to the same woman, the 
former Dorothy Spence, for 50 
years and they have three chil- 
dren. 

Asked if be has any favourite 
roles, Mitchum pauses. 

“I was asked to play Admiral 
Halsey in a picture called Mid- 
way,” be said. “I asked the pro- 
ducer how long the role would 
last. He said: “It’s one day in 
bed.” I said: “You got it.” 


Randa Habib’s 
Corner 


Strikomania 


IMAGINE this: At one of Amman's homes the wife asks her 
husband over breakfast to return early from work so as to go 
together on a shopping spree, one of Amman! tes' most entertaining 
outdoor “sports”. 

“Sorry, I will not be able to come back by lunch time and 1 don’t 
t hink I will make it back home before the evening,” the 
well-dressed ex e cutiv e tells his wife. 

“Heaps of work on your desk?” she exclaims. “No, actually, foe 
company is on strike.” The conversation ends here, an indication 
to the recent wave of sit-ins in Jordan, home to nearly 100,000 
unemployed. 

It seems that sit-ins and strikes are the latest ’‘democratic" 
fashion that recently hit Amman. Scores of employees, labourers 
and Students, enjoying a recent blow of “gfesnnst" have organised 
the once “taboo” sit-ins as means of public pressure to achieve 
their Hwitawtii ,, 

From Petra Bank employees, who demanded long-sought wage 
increases, to the students of the Arab Community college, who 
wanted decreased tuition fees, sit-in "fever" seems to have 
snowballed to the extent that protests became the “first defensive 
line" for settling disputes rather than legal arbitration. 

The sudden outbreak of “strikomania", however, could be 
attributed to the lack of “safety valves" or legal outlets over the 
past three decades when (he margin of freedom of expression was 
virtually non-existent. 

The right to strike, albeit sacred, conld be aD the more 
productive if it was based on realistic grounds and, moreover, if it 
took into account the current economic state of affairs in the 
country. It is obvious that Jordan’s austerity budget is barely 
meeting foe growing demands of the people's basic needs, let alone 
those of strike enthusiasts. 


Peres doubts Shamir’s moves 


(Continued from page 1) 

within 10 days if Shamir's govern- 
ment fells. 

Peres also told the AP that if he 
forms a new government, he will 
continue to back the Israeli elec- 
tions plan rather seek a new 
peace formula. 

“If there was a new govern- 
ment it would stay with the cur- 
rent approach,” Peres said. 

Baker's compromise on the 
composition of a Palestinian de- 
legation calls for including 
Palestinians from Arab Jerusalem 
and some expelled by the Israeli 
authorities in preliminary Cairo 
peace talks. Israeli newspapers 
said. 

They also call for Egypt to 
announce the names of the dele- 
gates and for foe genda to be left 
open to allow Palestinians to 
bring up subjects other than the 
elections. 

Including Palestinians from 
Jerusalem has been a major stick- 
ing point for Likud, which fears 
such a move would undercut 
Israel's claim to the city as its 
“capital.” 

‘To not sure East Jerusalem is 
the only issue," Peres said. “They 
(Likud) think it's the wrong way 
to go.” 

Likud fears that some of the 
proposals could lead to indirect 
involvement by the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). It 
also opposes any land-for-peace 
settlement, which both the Un- 
ited States and Labour Party 
would accept. 

Israeli reports said Israel's 
“forum of four” leaders — Peres, 


Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and Foreign Minister Moshc 
Arens — would convene Friday 
to discuss Baker's proposals. 

Sh amir 's spokesman Avi Paz- 
ner denied any meeting was yet 
scheduled and said Shamir ‘still 
hasn't decided” bis position on 
the American ideas. 

Likud infight 

Pazner acknowledged that Sha- 
mir- was under pressure from 
Likud hawks but insisted the 
prime minister was in control. 

“He has difficulties in the party 
but knows he has a massive 
majority," Pazner told the AP. 

Pazner also insisted that Shar- 
on. who chairs the party's 5.070- 
member central committee, can- 
not convene the body with Sha- 
mir's agreement. 

But Israeli newspapers said 
Sharow plans to go ahead with a 
session early next week with or 
without Shamir. 

Even Shamir's supporters in 
Likud voiced concern about the 
in-fighting. 

Asked on army radio whether 
Shamir was still the party's un- 
questioned leader, legislator Ben- 
jamin Begin, the son of former 
Premier Menachem Begin, said: 
“That is a question that needs 
examination.” 

Begin also appealed for Likud 
unity to prevent a Labour-domin- 
ated coalition from emerging. 

“We are walking a thin rope," 
Begin said. “We cannot just say 
we are tired, run away, and let 
Mr. Peres conduct the matter/’ 


Mandela: No early concessions 

(Continued from page 1) 


to participate in the initial stages 
of the talks risked prosecution for 
offenses not covered by the en- 
ding of a 30-year ban on foe ANC 
and other restrictions. 

Mandela said the refusal to 
accommodate the ANC demands 
showed “it is quite clear the 
government is not yet prepared to 
meet us.” 

Mandela, 71, freed by de 
Klerk as part of sweeping re- 
forms. defended his support for, 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, who arrived in Zambia 


Tuesday to meet with him. 

He challenged South Africa’s 
powerful Jewish community to 
"face the truth squarely.” 

“I believe there are many simi- 
larities between our struggle and 
that of the PLO. We live under a 
unique form of colonialism in 
South Africa as well as in Israel." 
he said. 

Mandela also defended the 
ANCs call for continued econo- 
mic sanctions pressurise the Pre- 
toria government into taking sub- 
stantive steps to dismantle apar- 
theid. 
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The first (best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
- AMyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12d)0-3:30 
p.m. 

630-Midnight 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 


Open daily 123)0- 15-30 
1830-2330 

Wad Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 / 


f CHEWS N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our - 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

\ 6:30 -Midnight / 



LUNCH & DINNER 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Dally 12.30-&30pm 
7.30 -fl .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
towards 3rd circle 


Tel; 659519 659520 
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markets 


ABU DHABI (R) — The Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) 
announced Wednesday a plan to 
develop Arab stock markets, 
which it believes is the best way 
to stop large amounts of needed 
capital flowing out of the region. 

“The AMF has embarked on 
an ambitious project to develop 
Arab stock markets... as a pre- 
lude to setting up a joint Arab 
exchange that will complement 
the existing ones," the Abu Dha- 
bi-based fund said in a statement. 

The AMF said it would create a 
stock data base, indices and a 
unified law to govern existing 
markets. 

The data base, which should be 
ready this year, would publish 
monthly information on share 
moves and companies and be 
distributed to brokers and invest- 
ment houses, it said. 

The data base would cover 
Egypt, Tunisia, Jordan, Moroc- 
co. Algeria and the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC). 

In the GCC. Kuwait, Bahrain 
and Oman have official ex- 
changes while Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, and the United Arab Emi- 
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rates have all said the> intend to 
establish their own. Local offi- 
cials, however, have said they are 
in no hurry. 

AMF officials said they discus- 
sed the fund's plan with countries 
involved over die last year and 
they urged those without official 
.floors to set them up soon. 

“Arab stockmarkets now are 
relatively dull. They need to be 
developed to encourage local in- 
vestors and attract overseas 
funds,” the statement said. 

“We would like to expand our 
base to include more Arab states 
but it seems there is no interest, 
at the moment, from some 
states,” an AMF official said. 

In countries such as Libya, 
Syria, South and North Yemen, 
Somalia and Mauritania, the pub- 
lic sector accounts for up to 90 
per cent of economic activity. 
Iraq has recently sold some state 
firms to the public bnt this has 
been limited. Sudan's economy is 
not developed enough for a 
market. 

Elsewhere, Arab investors 
themselves are limited in what 


E 


stocks they can buy. 

The non-GCC state markets 
are open to most Arab investors 
but in the GCC nationals only, 
with few isolated exceptions, can 
buy and own shares. The GCC 
has agreed in principle to open all 
its markets to other GCC 
nationals. 

Foreign investors are excluded 
from Arab shareholdings with the 
exception of some joint venture 
projects, many of them state- 
owned partnerships, or banks. 

Senior AMF officials fear that 
the European Community's plans 
for a unified market by 1992 and 
East Europe's rapid economic 
development will attract more 
Arab money away from the Arab 
World's own capital markets. 

Many Arab governments have 
decided, in principle at least, that 
privatisation can help their eco- 
nomies and lift the burden of 
development spending on their 
national budgets. 

Bnt without a stockmarket, the 
privatisation process might not 
succeed, Arab League economic 
affair s rhirf Snl riman Mmze ri has 

said. 




ns to broaden 
icial business 


PORT LOUIS (R) — The Indian 
Ocean island of Mauritius, hop- 
ing to become a financial centre 
for Africa, has announced plans 
to broaden the range of its 
offshore financial activities. 

Finance Minister Vishnu 
Lutchmccnaraidoo told reporters 
Tuesday the government was pre- 
paring legislation which would 
open' up offshore facilities for 
portfolio management com- 
panies, insurance firms, wealth 
management companies and in- 
ternational trade specialists. 

Central bank governor Indur 
Ramphul was drawing up a bill 
which would be put before parlia- 
ment in April, he added. 

Mauritius issued a first round 


Me 


BRUSSELS (R) — Generale 
Bank, Belgium's leading bank, 
said Wednesday its net profits 
plunged by almost two thirds last 
year because of big provisions to 
give it 100 per cent cover against 
loans to Third World debtor 
countries. 

Generale, banking aim of the 
Sodete Generale De Blegique 
industrial and financial con- 
glomerate, announced group net 
profit slumps to 2.6 billion francs 
(S74 million) from 7.45 billion 


of licences to offshore banks last 
year. Lutchmeenaraidoo said the 
enhanced facilities were aimed at 
persuading Japanese and other 
Asian firms use the island as a 
gateway for doing business with 
Africa. 

He said he had promoted this 
idea on a tour of Hong Kong, 
Japan and Singapore and had 
received several enquiries. 

“We have told them (the 
Japanese) they can't be absent 
from Mauritius, from Africa. 
And their presence in Africa can 
and must pass through Mauritius, 
the gateway to Africa," he said. 

Lutchmeenaraidoo stressed 
that the planned offshore centre 


would not be a just a tax haven 
and he insisted that it would not 
become a channel for laundering 
drug money either. 

“We want a credible offshore 
centre, serious and professional. 
Mauritius is not going to sell off 
to any institution that wants to do 
business here,” he added. 

Seven banks have appiid so far 
for a licence to operate under 
Mauritius's year-old offshore 
banking regulations, which en- 
able banks to accept deposits 
from and make loans to foreign 
clients on favourable tax terms 
and without exchange controls. 

' Bnt so far only Barclays Bank 
of Britain, is folly t operational 
under the scheme. 


Turkish lira 
nears full 
convertibility 

ANKARA (R) — The Turkish 
lira has moved doser to full con- 
vertibility with a new easing of 
foreign exchange regulations, bnt 
the IMF may seek further relaxa- 
tion, bankers say. 

They said International Monet- 
ary Fond (IMF) officials were 
likely to approve of Monday's 
lifting of restrictions of foreign 
exchange purchases from banks. 

Ankara Monday also freed busi- 
ness-purpose foreign exchange 
transfers abroad of up to a limit 
of $5 million and purchases of 
foreign securities by Turks or 
foreigners living in Turkey. 

“Turkey is pursuing the right 
policies at the right time. It is 
doing what needs to be done (to 
achieve full convertibility),” said 
Ibrahim Betil, general manager 
of Garanti Bankaa A.S. 

“The lira is not today a widely- 
traded currency. But if the IMF 
decides it is convertible, this may 
enhance confidence in the lira/* 
said a senior Western monetary 
source who asked not to be 
named. 

“Still, such a decision will take 
some time/' be added. 

Bankers said the IMF sees bi- 
lateral barter trade agreements 
with Iran and Iraq, both IMF 
members, as hindrances to fall 
convertibility of the lira. 

“I think we should not harm 
our country’s interests for the 
sake of pleasing the IMF/* Betil 
told Reuters, “u we lose our Iran 
market, shall we find a similar 
market in the U.S.? No, because 
the U.S. is imposing quotas on 
our textile products.” 

A minimrim capital require- 
ment of one billion lira to set up 
an establishment, open a branch 
or become a partner of a com- 
pany in Turkey was also abo- 
lished this week. 

In August Turkey freed foreign 
exchange purchases from banks 
op to a $3,000 limit and opened 
up its stock and equity markets 
folly to foreigners. 

Before, banks had been 
allowed to sell foreign exrhamga 
only for travelling purposes and 
up to a limit of $1,500. 

Ahmet Matin, secretary gener- 
al of Is Bankas A.S. said: “These 
changes are positive for the eco- 
nomy but not sufficient for a 
foU-convertitaBty.” 


Generale Bank profits 


($213 million in 1988). 

Behind the drop was a decision 
to make full provisions against 
loans to 44 countries, including 
Brazil, Mexico and Poland, in- 
stead of only 50 per cent cover as 
in 1988. 

“We are now coming out of a 
long tunnel we have been strug- 
gling in since May, 1982 when 
Mexico first had difficulty/' 
Generale Chairman Paul Emma- 
nuel Janssen said. 

Janssen said the provisions had 


cost it 92 follion francs ($262 
million). Leading British and 
American banks have also sliced 
into their p rofits by boosting tbeir 
reserves against possible non-re- 
payment of loans to indebted 
countries. 

Because of the profit drop 
Generale said it would keep its 
after-tax dividend to sharehokles 
unchanged at 265 francs per share 
(S7 .6). 

Generale decided to wipe the 
slate clean of problem debt now 
because many of the 44 countries 
look like continuing to have prob- 
lems paying interest. " 

Janssen said the bank also took 


the action to increase its felxiba- 
ity in the future and he said there 
were tax advantages. 

“We have no loans outstanding 
to borrowers who have made 
international headlines/’ he said. 
Janssen held out the hope that if 
die situation improves, some of 
the money set aside for risky 
loans could be recovered. 

The Generale chief denied, as 
some banking analysts have sug- 
gested, that the bank took the 
bitter medicine now because it 
(fid not want to report big profits 
just as it was negotiating with 
Belgian unions to cut its work- 
force. 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6855/65 

1.1900/10 

1.6910/17 

1.9055/65 

1.4873/80 

35.21/26 

5.7200/50 

1250/1251 

148.65/75 

6.1140/90 

6.5145/95 

6.5CGQ/50 

409.20/409.70 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
D anish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


AMMAN EXCHANGE BATES 


Wednesday, February 28, 

1990 

Central Bank official rates 
Day Sel 

670.0 €74.0 Jap an ese yen (for 100) 45L3 453-4 

1130.6 1137.4 Datch gnfldcr 3513 353.4 

395.9 398.3 Swedish crown 1093 110-2 

451.2 453.9 Italian lira (for 100) 53.6 53-9 

116.9 117.6 Bdgjan franc (for 10) 190.1 191.2 


U.S. Hnlfair 
Pound Seeding 
DcnOchcamfc 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Yasuda to open office in Bahrain 

BAHRAIN (R) — Japan’s Yasuda Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company has been granted a licence to open a representative 
office in Bahrain, the island’s commerce ministry said Wednes- 
day _ TJj(-y said Yasuda would be the fifth foreign ins u ra nc e firm 
with a representative office on the island. There a re al so 38 
offshore insurance companies, 12 foreign companies with local 
licences and rune local insurance firms. 

AR1G to set up London subsidiary 

BAHRAIN (R) — The Bahrain-based Arab Insurance Group 
(ARIG) said Wednesday it planned to set op a subsidiary in 
London with an authorised capital of more than $34 milfion. An 
ARIG spokesman said the subsidiary, which would initially be 
entirely owned by the parent firm, would be better placed to 
capture excess business from the European and American 
markets. He said it would handle traditional and specialist 
insurance and reinsurance business, but declined to give further 
ri fti ng pending approval from British licensi ng authorities. 
ARIG, one of the Arab World’s largest insurance firms, made a 
record net profit of $29 5 mfliion in 1989. It was established in 
1980 by the governments of Kuwait, Libya and the United Arab 
F-mirfltes which have equal stakes. 

World Bank lends Morocco $104m 

RABAT (R) — The Work! Bank has lent Morocco $104 mfflion 
to upgrade health services, the official news agency MAP has 
said. The 20-year loan with a five-year grace period carries 
variable interest rates, now around seven per cent. 

Iran to sell China leather worth $4m 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Iran wifi export $4 million worth of 
leather to GMua, according to an agreement signed in Tehran 
Wednesday, the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported. The agency, monitored in Nicosia, said the agreement 
was signed by S hahram Hariri, a departmental head at Iran's 
National Industrial Group, and the director general of China’s 
Import-Export Agency, Li Zhri Wei. IRNA said Li arrived in 
Tehran at the head of a delegation Saturday to discuss expansion 
of economic ties with Iranian officials. China was one of Iran's 
largest arms suppliers during the eight-year Gulf war. Since the 
August 1988 ceasefire, China has become one of Tehran’s major 
trade partners. 

Petrofina, Libya sign contract 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — Petrofina S.A., Belgium’s biggest 
on, gas, and petrochemical concern has signed an oil exploration 
and production sharing agreement in Libya, the company 
ann ounced Tuesday. Petrofina said in a statement its subsidiary 
Flna Exploration Libya agreed with the Libyan National 03 
Corporation to drill at least 12 exploratory wells and execute 
8,500 kilometres of seismic tests during a six-year period. The 
contract would require investment of $100 million by Petrofina, 
newspapers reported. The deal covers 15,736 square kilometres in 
die Syrte basin, southeast of Zuetina. The agreem en t is still 
subject to ratification by the Libyan authorities, the Petrofina 
statement said. 

French oil imports from Iran surge 

PARIS (R) — Iran accounted for 12 per cent of France’s total 
crude o3 imports in 1989, jumping from one per cent in 1988 after 
die French government ended its embargo on Iranian imports, 
French industry figure showed. The Petrol Industry Association 
said in its annual commentary on the French market that the 
Middle East supplied nearly half of France’s crude imports, up 
from 32 per cent in 1988 , largely as a result of the revival in trade 
with Iran. Iran was France’s largest supplier in mid- 1987 when 
Para imposed the trade ban after the two countries broke 
diplomatic ties. The embargo was fully lifted in December 1988. 

British current account gap much worse 
than expected 

LONDON (R) — Britain announced monthly trade figures 
Wednesday much worse than market expectations but the pound 
sterling and share prioes rebounded after a brief foil. The data 
showed the deficit on the current account, the widest measure of 
Britain’s foreign trade, was £1.88 billion ($3.16 bfllion), more 
than double a revised £817 miUion ($1.37 billion) gap for 
December. Economists ford been forecasting a current account 
deficit of around £13 billion ($2.2 billion) for January. The 
Central Statistical Office (GSO) said Britain’s monthly current 
account figures were proving erratic and suggested trends over 
three months portrayed a more accurate picture. The CSO 
attributed the size of the January gap to a deficit in what it called 
erratic items, where a small surplus would have been expected. 

Kenya to manufacture vehicles 

NAIROBI (R) — Kenya President Daniel Arap Moi has 
announced details of what will be his country’s first locally made 
cars and a pick-up truck. A “reputable, international company” 
would be contracted to produce the vehicles, he said, but he 
declined to name it or say precisely when output of the vehicles — 
the cars wQJ be called the Nyayo Pioneer 1 and 2 and the truck the 
Pioneer 3 — would start. “The government has set aside land for 
a factory and an assembly line to mass-produce the Kenyan matfe 
car and pick-up vehicles soon,” Moi said. 


HOROSCOPE 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 
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By Reuters 

SYDNEY — The market bounced back from Monday's slide, led 
by a strong performance on Wall Street and a rally in Tokyo. The 
All Ordinaries Index close 24.1 points higher at 1,570.4. 

TOKYO — Share prices closed shaiply higher in active trading, 
furthering their rebound Tuesday. The Nikkei Index leapt 694.04 
points, or 2.05 per cent, to 34,591.99. 

HONG KONG — The Hang Seng Index closed 19.36 up at 
2,951-98 on selective bargain-hunting in blue chips with local 
investors seeming more cautious than overseas institutions. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed broadly firmer but below the 
day's highs in moderate trading. The Straits Times Industrial 
Index rose 14.97 to dose at 1350-06. 

BOMBAY — Share prices ended broadly lower on rumours the 
government planned to raise revenues. The Stock Exchange 
Index fell 4.35 points to 676.23. 

FRANKFURT — West German shares recovered early losses 
during a moderate session, with most shares ending higher. The 
DAX" Index closed 5.60 points higher at 1809,92. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed lower across the board in a very 
thin market. The All-Share Swiss Performance Index fell 7.4 
points, or more than 0.6 per cent, to 1,096.2. 

LONDON — U-K. shares were slightly higher in late-aft emoon 
dealings, as the market responded tent ativel y to a strong early 
trend on Wall Street. At 1636 GMT the FTSE Index was up 3.8 
points at 2358.6. 

NEW YORK — Futures-related buying pushed up blue chips and 
the general market after a slow start. At 1638 the Dow Jones 
industrial average was up 21.17 points at 2,638.29. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MARCH 1, 1990 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 2, 1990 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: One 
of the best days for deriding what 
conditions in your life need mod- 
ernising and u pdating and to study 
ways to uncover specific means by 
winch tins can be easily accom- 
plished. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Look for some new and unusual 
friendships to come into your life 
any moment now. Your romantic 
tie will be very cooperative at this 
time. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20)' 
Hdp family members now make 
your borne more attractive. Do the 
thoughtful little thing s your attach- 
ment desires of you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Listen to good advice gjvra to you 
now by a practical-minded friend. 
There is considerable happiness in 
your romantic mood now. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A charming lady friend 
will aid you to solve a difficult 
problem. Control the temptation 
to dictate to your attachment. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don’t 
make any temporary changes at 
your residence. Modi convereation 
with your attachment win bring a 
much dearer understanding. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Pay yom share promptly of any 
entertainment yon enjoy with 


friends. A good day to be away 
from your home as much as 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Eolotapung today will bring 
you and friends much happiest. 
Your most constructive activity can 
be in home affairs today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Don't be so dosed in but' 
make new acquaintances who CUD 
later become good friends. You 
are entering a new phase of your' 
relationship with your attachment. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Accept an invitation 
of iHim'h .irk|vit from a chsim- 
ing man. A condition yon have not 
understood at home is at last bring 
solved. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You now see dearly 
what te needed in practical ways to 
establish more harmony at home. 
Get off alone with attachment for a 
wonderful romantic tone. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Cultivate different types of 
friends now. Invite cVcryooe avml- 
abte into your home and late discri- 
minate among them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Older friends win render you 
the best helpfulness today, so join 
with them. Don't be disappointed 
that a family jaunt does not mater- 
ialise. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day to go after both long time 
desired hopes and wishes as well as 
more recent aims that have been 
coursing through your consrioos- 
ness. A new start for romantic well 
being is indicated. 

ARIES: (March 21 u April 19) A 
stranger will now join your social 
activities to add to your good 
times. Go with family now to mafc*. 
cafls and visits on dose compan- 
ions. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be 
prepared for an incoming change 
m your social structure. Accept 
and go aloi ^ wit h family’s ideas for 
improving borne. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get 
the aid of two good and efficient 
friends to suggest ways to improve 
your social activities. At home, 
entertain men and younger per- 
sons. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Try to cooperate more 
samionioasiy with those who dwell 
in your home. Revise some in- 
teresting new recreations for your 
a tta c hm ent. 

/ 

and alert friends wilfbring yoiffnlr 

and entertainment today. You 
need to have outside recreations 
from home to cheer you up. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A trip with a delightful friend 
could bring satisfactory results. A 


better understanding can now be 
brougit into being between you 
and your family. 

I JURA: (September 23 to October 
22) It is your turn to take initiative 
in social matters with friends. Lis- 
ten to and go along with ori ginal 
and ununaf plans denied by your 

nWiri B iMnt 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You need to have a greater 
awareness of those who dwell be- 
neath your own roof. This applies 
also to stated wishes of your own 
attachment. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Friends win charm 
and bring you happy times today. 
Accept invitations. Arrange your 
attachment's time now as best fits 
your joint needs. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Combine your efforts 
with those of eiperienoe or good 
ju d ge me n t to improve your resi- 
dence. A wonderful day for an 
emotional time with your attach- 
ment. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take handy to meet in- 
fluential p er so na lities today. Dta- 
-cusaons today wiD be productive 
of wonderful results. 

JSSCEJfc (February 20 to March 


U.S. GNP improves 




WASHINGTON (A?) — The 
U.S. economy grew by 0.9 per 
cent in the fourth quarter of 1989, 
faster than previously estimated 
but still the slowest pace in more 
tfran three years, the government 
said Wednesday. 

The Commerce Department 
said its revised estimate of Octo- 
ber- December growth means the 
gross national product (GNP) — 
the nation's total output of goods 
and services — rose three per 
c*°tt for all of 1989. 

V That was the slowest yearly 
''advance since a 2.7 per cent gain 
in 1986 and followed a 4.4 per 
cent increase in 1988. 

The fourth -quarter gain was 
stronger than the initial report 
last month of 0.5 per cent growth, 
but was still the lowest since a 0.8 
per cent advance in the third 
quarter of 1966. 

A consensus of economists has 
indicated in advance of the new 
report that fourth-quarter growth 
would be lowered to 0.4 per cent 

The improvement should ease 
fears the economy had entered a 
downturn at year’s end, although 
there is considerable anxiety over 
the months ahead. 

The department will make one 
more revision in the GNP — the 
broadcast measure of the nation’s 
economic health — after more 
solid information is available rwnct 
month. 

A recession usually is defined - 
as to consecutive quarterly de- 
clines in the GNP. The last de- 
cline was a one-quarter drop of 
1.8 per cent in 1986; after which 
the economy resumed growth. 
The last recession occ urr ed in 
1981-82. 


Since then, the eeoaoarie expan- 
sion has comzmsd for 87 months 
and in November broke the 
peacetime growth record. 2f xt 
continues through October 1991, 
It will set a new overall record. ' 

An inflation index tied to ft t 
GNP rose at an annual rate of -3.fi 
per cent last year, the report sad. 
That was revised downward from 
a 4.5 per cent hike reputed 
initially. 

Some economists, indnxfirjg 
chairman Michael Baskin of Pres- 
ident George Bush’s Council of 
Economic Advisers, had attri- 
buted the sluggishness is the 
fourth quarter in part to the effect 
of the fourth coldest December-, 
on record, hurricane Hugo fold - 
the San Fr ancisco Bay-area earth- 
quake. 

Most of the' upward revision 
was attributed to a better-than- 
antidpated trade performance: 
The December trade deficit was 
not available when the advance 
GNP estimate was made. 

The new report said exports 
chm bed at an annual rate of 8.6 
per cent in the fourth quarter, 
compared with the advance esti- 
mate of 4.9 per cent. Imports 
grew by two per cent in the. 
revised report instead of 7.5 per 
cent first reported. 

Business inventories, mean- 
while, were lowered from an hb- 
tial 48.9 per cent increase to a 
19.6 per cent gain Wednesday. 

Other changes included per- 
sonal consumption, up 0.4 per 
cent rather than the 0.1 per cem 
decline first reported. 

Bnt business investment de- 
clined 6.4 per cent in the latest 
estimate. 


THE Daily Crossword by R i ch ar d Thomas 


ACROSS 
1 Ribbon 
5 Criticizes 
10 Yield (with 
"in") 

14 — no good 

15 Guide 

16 Eye layer 

17 Canter Or trot 

18 Actor-comic 

20 Pretense 

21 Turner 

22 Fastidious 

23 Computes 

25 Hackman 

26 Sword handle 

27 Poet Hughes 
31 Mended 

33 Gambling 
game 

34 Tinge 

35 Soviet sea 

36 Spurious 

37 Sky Bear 

38 Airline abbr. 

39 Cameroon's 
neighbor 

40 George of 
baseball 

.41 intense 
Struggles 

43 Lyra's 
brightest 

44 Part of BPOE 

45 Withdrew 
48 Glasses 

51 Island near 
Guernsey 

52 Hinder 

53 Skinny leaf 

55 Recompense 

56 Eng. 
composer 

57 Fiber plant 

58 Vicinity 

59 Yoked pair 

60 Symbol 

61 Seed 

DOWN 

1 Dietary no-no 

2 Swiftly 

3 Herb with 
white flowers 

4 Before head 
or foot 

5 Dash 


’flisaa Treune Mttfka Santcn. W* 
An Rtotos Rnanad 


6 Property 
claims 

7 "Hawkeye" 

8 Multitude 

9 Coeds 

10 Shrewd ones 

11 Eng. river 

12 Outlet 

13 Effortless 
19 Dance 

21 Related 

24 Soviet city 

25 Panamanian 
lake 

27 Trademarks 

28 Worn 

29 Give the gale 

30 Terrific 

31 Famed basin 

32 Pound the 
poet 

33 Rounded parts 

36 Kind of 
driver 

37 Prompt 

39 Gr. physician 

40 Call's partner 


yesterday's Puzzle Strived: 


nnnn nranrc nnn/i 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnrann 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnjiiin 
□nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


42 Convert Into 
cash 

43 Broadway's 
Ben 

45 Balm 

46 Zealous 

47 Reverie 


bat ideas you have received m a 
long time. Lots of mtetestiag active 

ity wfll take place at your dwelE^. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


46 Dispute 

49 Lease 

50 Santa — 

51 Pierre's loc. 

54 Super or 
alter 

55 Joker 


By Harris 



1 just had a little heart-to-, 
heart talk with the 
bathroom scales." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Ampfd and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




Now arrange toe eketed tetters to 

fatm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

TTTTr ~rrmE3xi 

- (Answers ftwaonuwfr 

Yesterday's I CRUSH BALMY INNATE MOHAIR ' 

I Answer. You’re expected to make It Ir ahurw-JHASTE; 











r 


f 




c 



Sports 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Italian community vs. Arab Insurance 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Arab Life & Acadent Insurance Co. soccer 
team will meet the Italian community soccer team in a friendly 
soccer match to be played at tbe University of Jordan stadium in 
Amman Friday March 2 at 230 p.m. This event is sponsored by 
the ALITALIA (Italian airlines) who provided the Italian team 
with their outfits flown specially from Rome. The game is 
arranged jointly by die Italian embassy and Arab life & Accident 
Insurance Co., where the employees, their families and all their 
friends are expected to turn up and support their team. 

Egypt pulls out of African cup 

ALGIERS (R) — An Egyptian soccer official said Tuesday that 
Egypt was puling out of die African Nations Cup tournament 
which opens in Algeria Friday, the official Algerian news agency 
APS reported. It quoted the chairman of Egypt’s youth and sports 
council, who is beading a delegation that arrived in Algiers 
Tuesday, as saying the decision had nothing to do with the 
organisation of the competition. APS gave no other explanation 
and did not identify the official by name. 

Winds, rain force cancellation of events 

LONDON (AP) — Rain, high winds and flooding caused havoc 
with British sports schedules Tuesday, knocking out soccer 
matches and afl three horse-race cards. The English Football 
League match between first-division rivals Liverpool and Derby 
was called off when police said wind gusts up to 80 miles per hour 
made it too dangerous to stage tbe game at Liverpool's Anfield 
Stadium. An FA Cup rematch between West Ham and Oldham in 
northern England, scheduled for Wednesday night, was post- 
poned until March 10 after winds knocked down a 40-yard section 
of perimeter fence at Oldham’s Boundary Park. Other matches in 
lower divisions were postponed throughout England and Scotland 
because of the storms, which started Monday and were not 
expected to let up until late in the week. Racing was cancelled at 
Steeplechase meetings in Nottingham, Southwell and Plumpton, 
and officials at Leopardstown said Wednesday’s card was en- 
dangered because of a forecast of high winds. 

Atletico sacks coach 

MADRID (R) — Atletico Madrid sacked coach Javier Clemente 
Tuesday after a weekend defeat by Osasuna left them eight points 
behind Spanish first division leaders Real Madrid. ^‘Atletico 
cannot be satisfied with being second,” club president Jesus GH Y 
GO told a news conference. “Clemente and I are no longer 
friends.” “I would have liked to end the season and win all 11 
games left,” said Clemente, who has been in charge since the 
beginning of tbe season. “But some in the dub may not like that” 
Gil Y CHI said he had not yet decided on a replacement for 
Clemente. 

Welsh to double drug testing funds 

CARDIFF. Wales (AP) — Welsh sports officials, stung when two 
of their athletes were found using drugs at the Commonwealth 
Games, said Tuesday they would begin out-of-competition testing 
and double anti-drug spending. The sports council for Wales and 
weightlifting and other sports it considered to be high-risk for 
drugs would be targeted. Spending for die programme could be 
increased to £60,000 ($102,000) a year. Two Welsh weightlifters, 
Ricky Chaplin and Gareth Hives, flunked drag tests at die games 
in Auckland, New Zealand, last month. The council said it 
wanted to “completely stamp out drug abuse in sport in the 
principality.'' Welsh athletes generally compete internationally as 
part of British teams. 

Mancini ousted from tournament 

ROTTERDAM, Netherlands (AP) — Sweden’s unseeded Tho- 
mas Hogstedt ousted second-seed Alberto Mandni of Argentina 
6-7, 64, 6-2 Tuesday in the $475,000 ABN tennis tournament. La 
other matches Tuesday, number seven seed Jonas B. Svensson of 
Sweden defeated Dutchman Tom Nijssen 64. 6-2; and American 
Brad Gilbert defeated Andrei Cherkasov of the Soviet Union 7-5, 
4-6, 64. Karel Novacek of Czechoslovakia beat Per Nyborg of 
Sweden 7-6, 7-6; Uruguay's Nicolas Pereira beat Mark Koever- 
mans of the Netherlands 64, 6-2; and West Germany’s Carl-Uwe 
Steeb defeated Christian Pioline of France 64, 64. 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

'W9 TNOune M«lu SWKW Inc 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. I— Beth vulnerable, a- South you 
hold; 

*72 AK2 AQJ9&3 *63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 Pass 1 * Pass 

■» 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 2— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ Q104 . 1073 KQ876 *K5 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 ' Pass 

I NT Pass ? 

Whai aciion do you take? 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*943 AKJ J109 * 9843 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 


Q.4— East -West 
South you hold: 
*QJ103 ; AK 


•ulnerable, as 
AKQ32 *K8 


What is your opening bid? 

Q.5— Boih vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦ J7 7KQJ763 vKlOS *Q3 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

* Pass 1 7 Pass 

I NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Ivaa Leadl 


Lendl returns home ending 
six years of absence 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia (AP) 
— A celebrity-studded audience 
watched Ivan Lendl defeat Milos- 
lav Medr 64, 3-6, 6-2 Tuesday in 
a benefit match for civic forum, 
an opposition group that led 
November’s anti-communist re- 
volution. 

Vadev Havel, Czechoslova- 
kia’s playright-turaed president, 
sat next to Alexander Dnbcek, 
the new president of parliament 
who had been disgraced by the 
former commuist government for 
trying to institute reforms in 
1968. 

The two, along with Premier 
Marian Calfa, applauded Lendl's 
crashing forehand groundstrokes 
and Medr’s unpredictable pas- 
sing shots. 

Lendl’s appearance ended six 
years of absence in his country. 
Communist authorities had 
driven him out in 1982 by dictat- 
ing his tour schedule and impos- 
ing unrealistic demands for Davis 
Cup appearances. 

Before tbe match, Lendl told 
reporters he wanted to compete 
for the United States in the 1992 


Olympics. 

“I should become a U.S. 
citizen in April 1992, still in time 
for Olympic nomination, and I'd 
like to play veiy much. It should 
be a dream for every athlete,” 
Lendl said. 

He also dashed Czechoslovak 
hopes of playing for his home 
country against the United States 
in the forthco ming Davis Cup tie 
March 30. 

Stating that be spent less than 
two weeks in Czechoslovakia 
over the last 10 years, Lendl said 
“it's not right to play against a 
country whose citizenship I 
should get in two years." 

About his battles with 
Czechoslovak tennis officials, - 
Lendl said: “I was never a fan of 
the old system and on top of that 
I was largely misled by the au- 
thorities. I felt cheated.” 

Czechoslovak and American 
flags adorned the sports hail in 
downtown Prague, packed with 
16,000 spectators who paid 120 
crowns ($12) — the equivalent of 
S per cent of an average Czechos- 
lovak monthly salary — to watch 
Lendl. 


Navratilova 

remains 

unbeaten 

INDIAN WELLS, California 
(AP) — Top-seeded Martina 
Navratilova remained unbeaten 
in 1990 by overpowering Nicole 
Provis of Australia 6-2, 6-0 Tues- 
day in a second-round match of 
the $350,000 Virginia Slims of 
Indian Wells tournament. 

Navratilova, playing in her 
third tournament of the year, 
needed only 49 minutes to dis- 
pose of the 20-year-old Provis. 

“I was anxious to be playing 
outdoors,” said Navratilova, 
whose victories in Chicago and 
Washington earlier this year both 
came indoors. “I practiced 
yesterday to try to get used to the 
outdoors. This surface is pretty 
slow. It's like sandpaper. 

“I know doe (Provis) has play- 
ed well in the past. I just kept 
going for it, trying to make some- 
thing happen, and I did." 

There was only one upset Tues- 
day — seventh-seeded Larisa 
Savchenko of the Soviet Union 
was beaten by Etsuko Inoue of 
Japan 64, 6-1 in another second- 
round match. 

In other second-round action, 
second-seeded Conchita Mar- 
tinez of Spain defeated Cammy 
Macgregor 6-1, 6-2 in just 53 
minutes; third-seeded Helena 
Sokova of Czechoslovakia rallied 
for a 4-6, 7-6 (74), 6-0 victory 
over Monique Javer of Great 
Britain; fourth-seeded Jana 
Novotna of Czechoslovakia 
blitzed Yukie Koizumi of Japan 
6-0, 64) in just 46 minutes; fifth- 
seeded Katerina Maleeva of Bul- 
garia beat Kathy Rinaldi 6-1 , 6-3; 
sixth-seeded Hana MandKkova of 
Australia eliminated Kate Gom- 
pert 64, 6-2. 

In first-round matches Tues- 
day, ninth-seeded Gigi Fernan- 
dez beat Jana Pospiailova of 
Czechoslovakia, 6-1. 6-3: 


Favourites Kuwait, Iraq draw 


KUWAIT (AP) — Favourites 
Kuwait and Iraq drew 1-1 
Wednesday before a near capac- 
ity crowd at Peace and Friendship 
Stadium in the 10th Gulf Cup 
soccer championship. 

Both scores were in the second 
half, with Kuwait tipping the bail 
into its own net for the Iraqi 
point 

Expectations for the match ran 
high, but it only picked up tempo 
in the second half after Kuwait 
pulled ahead 1-0 lead in tbe 48th 
minute. 

Midfielder Wayil Suleiman 
headed home a cross by Mayed 
Hadad to send about 15,000 
Kuwait supporters into a frenzy. 

Some three to four thousand 
Iraqi tens, many who flew or 
drove into Kuwait for the occa- 
sion, chanted with equal fervor 
after Kuwaiti defender Adi] Otb- 
man scored against Kuwait in the 
69th minute. 

Iraq is holding the Gulf Cup 


tide for the third time and Kuwait 
has captured it six-times in the 
past. 

Irani coach Anwar Hisham 
brought in Natiq Hasim in the 
midfield in the 53rd minute, 
which gave the three-time Gulf 
Cup champions an upper hand. 
Earlier, the Kuwaitis dominated 
because of their better linkage. 

The Iraqi coach said that the 
game was the best so far in the 
tournament. “Natiq changed the 
trend in our favour," the Iraqi 
coach said. 

Kuwait's Brazilian coach Luis 
Felipe also praised the standard 
of the game. “I didn't ask my 
boys to go on the defence after 
the goal," he said. “It was players 
decision and taken following the 
situation on the pitch.” 

The . 10th Gulf Cup. cham- 
pionship opened Feb. 20 and 
continues to Match 9. The event 
held every two years, with 


is 


competing teams from the seven 


Arab countries of the Ciult -- the 
UAE. Qatar. Oman. Kuwait - 
Bahrain, Iraq and Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabia pulled out this 
year to protest the emblem, 
featuring two historical horses 
who helped repulse a Saudi 
attack on Kuwait in the 1920s. 

The matches are classified av 
exhibition play by the Interna- 
tional Football Association 
(FIFA), but the Gulf Cup is a 
prestigious event for the pa mo 
pants with soccer the 
favoured sport in the region. 

The participation of the IAF 
a contender for the 2-^-nation 
World Cup finals in June, na- 
created no ripple*?. The I'AI- 
were brought to a J.v* in 
lustre playing bv boil" « -in-J- 
Qatar. _.l 

Kuwait now lead*- wim four 
points, but second placed iraq 
have played one game Hr. 
Thursday. Bahra.r. iifcv » k * 
Oman. 


Chang knocked out in 2nd round 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) — 
Glenn Layendecker proved too 
powerful for Michael Chang 
Tuesday night, spoiling the 
French Open champion's return 
to singles competition with a 64, 
64 victory in the second round of 
the Volvo Indoor tennis tourna- 
ment. 

Chang, who has been sidelined 
for the past nine weeks because 
of a hip injury, started strongly, 
but his game became erratic mid- 
way through the opening set. 

“I thought my ground strokes 
just weren’t as penetrating as 
they usually are.' said Chang. 

“The mental part (of my game) 
was missing a little bit I think by 
being out so long, the mental part 
just wasn’t there,” said Chang, 
ranked number seven in the 
world and the number two seed at 
Memphis. 


Patterson back to scene of Olympic triumph 


HELSINKI, Finland (AP) — A 
storm of applause and apprecia- 
tion swept down from the ter- 
races, almost as it happened near- 
ly 38 years ago when a 17-year- 
old quicksilver boxer named 
Floyd Patterson was thexentre of 
attention in the old Exhibition 
Hall in Helsinki. 

Very convincingly,' by a knock- 
out in the first round, the youngs- 
ter from New York won the 
Olympic middleweight gold med- 
al. From there, he went onto a 
lucrative professional career, 
reaching the pinnacle in 1956 
when he won the world 
heavyweight title. 


On Monday night, Patterson 
visited the site of his Olympic 
victory for the first time since the 
Helsinki Olympics in 1952. He 
didn't remember how the arena 
looked inside. Today, the munici- 
pality run Took) Sport Hall, vis- 
ibly worn by time, provides 
citizens with facilities for ahost of 
sports,, including boxing. There 
are a few punching hags hang ing 
around, almost hidden. . 

Boxing events are now; held in 
a smaller annex, mainly used as a 
basketball arena. Patterson and 
Ingemar Johansson of Sweden, 
opponents in three memorable 
heavyweight title fights from 1959 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fully furnished 4-bedroom apartment, first floor in a smaH 
building. 360 square metres, 4 bathrooms, 4 balconies, built-in 
Alno kitchen, laundry room, spacious salon, Scandinmrian and 
European style furniture. Independent utilities ( W & t & unj, 
independent telephone line, private garage. 

Location; best area on the border between Sweifieh and 
Abdoun. 

For more information please call 817980. 


to 1961, were honorary guests at 
the Finnish boxing championship 
finals Monday night. 

Johansson got his share of the 
applause Monday night, a sharp 
departure from his Olympic ex- 
perience in 1952, when he was 
booed out from tbe ring by a 
hostile crowd after being disqual- 
ified for passivity in the 
heavyweight final against Ed San- 
ders of the United States. 

Looking at that match today, 
Johansson’s style wasn’t much 
different from that of Moham- 
mad Ali — shuffle away and wait 
for a chance to counterpunch. 

Much later, and thanks to a 
Finnish initiative, Johansson got 
his Olympic silver medal. On 
Monday night, he got the ap- 


plause to go with it. 

Patterson was the smaller man 
in the title series against Johans- 
son and certainly is so today. He 
weighs in at a trim 88 kilogram- 
mes, thank.* to regular workouts 
and to classes in which he teaches 
boxing to youngsters — "but 
above all I eat only when I’m 
hungry." 

Johansson, a beefy man id his 
athletic prime, Tips the scales 
today at about 145 kilogrammes. 

Patterson was guided through 
the pro ranks by Cus D’Amato, 
tbe man who propelled Mike 
Tyson on the road to the 
heavyweight title. 

Tyson was dethroned when 
Buster Douglas knocked trim out 
in tbe 10th round of their fight. 


In the first match of the night 
session, Finland’s Veli Paloheimo 
abandoned the baseline and 
rushed his way .to a 7-6 (7-5), 6-3 
upset of eighth-seeded Mikael 
Pernfbrs. 

Eatlier Tuesday, Dame Visser, 
who snuggled through three qual- 
ifying matches to make the 
tournament field, continued his 
success Tuesday by beating Mark 
Kratzmann in straight sets. 

In other first-round matches 
Tuesday, Gary Muller defeated 
Pieter Aldrich 7-6 (7-5), 6-3; Ken 
Flach downed Argentina’s Hora- 
tio de la Pena 64, 4-6, 7-6 (7-5); 
and Michael Stich of West Ger- 
many topped Grant Connell of. 
Canada 4-6, 7-6 (74), 64. 

Chang, 18, won the first three 
games of the second set against 
Layendecker. but then lost the 
opportunity to gain control as he 
squandered five break points be- 
fore Layendecker, unseeded and 
ranked 77th, finally held serve. 

Chang was broken himself in 
the fifth game as Layendecker hit 
a backhand winner at the net and 
then let two break points slip 



Michael Chang 

away in the sixth j.imt. f\.f> t.- 
Layendecker heid rii- - - 

two unforced error- ih *. n.in-.. 

Layendecker broke Cr..Kic ’■ 
the ninth game with -fr«>. 
forehand from his own h.i-c;iiu- 
In the 10;h game. Chung'- ton- 
hand from the baseline hit me nc 
at match point and then id I unti 
“I served well tonign: .«n«i lu». 
been close to breaking through 
(for a major win).” Layendeckei 
said. ’Things finally' fell m-. 
wav.” • 


FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Reasonably priced, fully 
furnished, completely inde- 
pendent nice and-quiet 
location. CH, 7V, video, 
telephone, garage, gar- 
den. 3 bedrooms, living 
room, dining room, salon, 3 
bathrooms. 

Call 662469 or 845272,. 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


i: 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or . 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. . 

For more Information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342. 682997 


FURNISHED DELUXE FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, salon, dining and sitting rooms. 250 sqjn. 
Central heating, telephone and full electric sets. Location 5th 
Circle. 

Please call 079090 
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Cambodian rebels claim capture 
of 10 Vietnamese soldiers 


“Tiic onuses pi the civ-1 war 'n 
Ntcuraguj hr.-.c disappeared.” 
Cnamcrro riccl.ired Tuesday 

night in a radio address. 

"There is no reason ,'rr more 
war. Therefore, those who took 
up arms must now pet down their 
guns and return peacefully to 
Nicaragua ... to work for the 
reconstruction 01 our father- 
land.” she s^id. 

Chamorro said the rebels, 
thousands of v/h'.-m are camped 
out >r. Hon jurat' must respect 
the .erms of a Centra] American 
peace agreement signed by One- 
ga and ?our other presidents. 

Announcing that the president 
of Nicaragua's Supreme Electoral 
Council had form .illy named her 
preside it -elec: Tuesday. C’na- 
irvtrro said the Sandinrsta Party 
would be able tc play a major 
role in :hc political life of Nicar- 
agua after "handing over power. 

“1 want to ... reaffirm my 
pledge to respect the will of the 
minorit} of 40 per cent of our 
people which voted for the Sandi- 
nista National Liberation Front.’* 
she %jid. "i wish to be president 
of ail Nicaraguans." 

in genera! elections Sunday. 
Chamcrro won 55.2 per cent 
against Ortega s 40.6. 

Earlier ir, :he day, in a speech 
diploma 15 described as carefully 
balanced to satisfy party militants 
without g.rirg back cn’his prom- 
ise to respect the vote. Onega 
warned his conservative successor 

not ;c roil bar't a decade of 


leftwing reforms or disr.iantie the 
Jandini'tj army. 

After a crucial meeting Tues- 
day between the policy-making 
Sandinista Directorate and 1.500 
Lev parry officials. Ortega de- 
clared hl> defeated party was 
reodv t" piny by democratic rules 
and work for pei-ce and stability 
in Nicaragua. 

■■We will govern from below,” 
he said, referring to the Sandtnis- 
tas - impending role as an opposi- 
tion party. 

He made the disbanding of the 
contra army a condition for a 
transition of government on April 
25. the date on which the Sandi- 
nistas are due to hand over power 
under the constitution. 

“The Sandinista National Li- 
beration Front demands the im- 
mediate aemobUiiatio.n ... of the 
coufiter-revoiuiioD so that there 
can be a peaceful and orderly 
transition of government.” Orte- 
ga told 10,000 cheering suppor- 
ters. 

The insurgents should have dis- 
banded by Dec. 5 under the terms 
of the Central .American peace 
accord. But they ignored the 
deadline and one of their top 
commanders said Monday they 
would livCp their weapons until 
the Sandinistas handed over 
power. 

Ortega said the impending 
handover "does not in any way 
mean the end of the (Sandinista) 
revolution." 

One aa said land reform -nd 


the nationalisation of foreign 
trade, Nicaragua's banks and its 
natural resources were “irreversi- 
ble and fundamental achieve- 
ment/’ of 11 years of leftwing 
government here. 

After toppling. U.S. -backed 
dictator Anastasia Somoza in 
1979. the Scndioistas broke up 
large landhcidings. Over the past 
decade, more than 140,000 
peasant families were given title 
to plots. 

The banking system and fore- 
ign commerce were aiso national- 
ised in ]979, when the Sandinistas 
began building up a public sector 
foreign economists describe as 
bloated and inefficient. Ortega 
said the Sandinistas would make 
sure no public sector employee 
would lose his job as a result of 
the government transition. 

And he warned his successors 
not to try to dismantle the army, 
police and security forces. 

“The Sandinista National li- 
beration Front will defend the 
professionalism and integrity of 
the popular Sandinista army and 
the Ministry' of Interior within the 
framework of the political con- 
stitution," he said. 

In Washington, a top State 
Department official said Tuesday 
that a key eiement in the free and 
fair elections in Nicaragua was 
the Soviet Union's cooperation 
with the United States in the 
Central .American peace process. 

“We believe that the Soviet 
Union played a constructive role 
in encouraging the Sandinista 
government to hold these elec- 
tions,” the official told reporters, 
spelling on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The official said dose U.S.- 
Soviet cooperation in Central 
America over the last year was 
unprecedented in the history of 
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the superpower relationship. 

Meanwhile the White House 
and Congress, long at odds over 
Nicaragua policy, now concur on 
the need for U.S. aid to help 
president-elect Violeta Chamorro 
rebuild an economy ravaged by a 
decade of conflict and a U.S. 
economic boycott. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said Tuesday that 
President George Bush would 
soon end the U.S. economic sanc- 
tions in response to Chamorro’s 
defeat of President Daniel Orte- 
ga's leftist Sandiriista government 
in elections Sunday. 

Fitzwater said Bush's adminis- 
tration would also develop a sig- 
nificant and meaningful aid pack- 
age to help rebuild Nicaragua's 
economy. 

“The U.S. commitment is 
strong and enduring. We will 
develop an aid package for Nicar- 
agua that will be significant and 
meaningful. The democratic 
aspirations of the Nicaraguan 
people deserve our support, and 
they will have it.” the White 
House official said. 

Key congressional leaders 
offered similar vows of economic 
aid to bolster Chamorro's incoming 
government. 

“We do have an obligation to 
see democracy work there. “ 
Senator Alan Cranston, the 
second- highest ranking Democrat 
in the Senate, told reporters 
Tuesday after a White House 
meeting between the Republican 
President and congressional lead- 
ers of both parties. 
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government 


es office 


TOKYO ( R ) — Japan’s new gov- 
ernment took office Wednesday 
after Premier Toshiki Kaifu 
fought off pres-urc from ruling 
party power-brokers 10 include 
scandal-tinged politicians in his 
new cabinet. 

The 21-member government 
list, unveiled after late-night 
wrangling, included two key hol- 
dovers. Finance Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto and Foreign Minister 
Taro Nakayama. 

Toe absence of other much- 
touted name* shewed Katfii. 59. 
had unexpectedly managed to 
veto politician* tainted by the 
Lockheed and recruit corruption 
scandals. 

But political analysts said this 
did not ruean the boyish-looking 
prime minister, a stopgap choice 
ior the job las? August, had 
wrested control of the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDPt from 
the political barons who have 
kepi it in power for nearly 55 
years 

T uesday's public show of resist- 
ance could even prove to he 
Kaifu V lost hurrah, the analysts 
saio. 

Th r prime minister 
spearheaded the LDP's genera i 

election triumph ten days ago and 
was rewarded Tuesday with 
another lease on the top job. but 
he remains critically weak in the 
party’s inner councils. 

Opposition party critics 
Wednesday ridiculed the idea 
that Kaifu had won freedom to 
choose nis own team. 

They said it was clear mat 
while Kaifu may have vetoed 
several names, the faction chiefs 
had already carved up the cabinet 
seats between them. 

Most Japanese anal;-*!:. believe 
it is only a matter of time before 
rhe LDP bar' ms put an end to this 
unaccustomed spark of independ- 
ence and restore internal order. 

Former Foreign Minister Shin- 
taro Abe, a major faction leader 
tared with the recruit brush last 
year, is generally seen as the 
leading candidate to take ove- as 
premie:. 

After the Feb. IS elections. 
w hen recruit- linked candidates 
Claimed to have beer, “washed 
clean " by winning voter support, 
many Western coir.ins outers 
were scathing about a system 
which enables a corruption-pia- 
gued party to win 12 straight 
terms. 

One French newspaper called 
Japan “a political dwarf’. 

Kaifu Wednesday denied that 
re-election guaranteed absoluricn 
for legislators implicated in 
wrongdoing. 

“We have to retain the trust of 
the people, so we must continue 
with political reform," he told a 
news conference- 

Having failed to defeat the 
LDP this month in a lacklustre, 
divided campaign, the opposition 
parties Wednesday unanimously 
poured scorn on Kaifu "s second 
cabinet line-up. 
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PRAGUE IR) — With Soviet 
troops on their way hosne, 
Czechoslovakia has greater con- 
trol over its own destiny than for 
more than 50 years. President 
Vaclav Havel said Wednesday. 

” We arc today a country that is 
truly sovereign, independent and 
respected and need not be afraid 
of any immediate threat.” Havci 
rold a news conference. 

“We need not be afraid we will 
be forced to capitulate in some 
matter, as we have done so often 
in the past." 

Havel returned Tuesday from 
Moscow where an agreement was 
signed- for the 73-500 Soviet sol- 
dier* in Czechoslovakia since the 
1968 Warsaw Pact invasion to 
pull out. 

The withdrawal began Monday 
and will iasl until ne\c year. 

“Since Munich, we have not 
been as sovereign as wc ore 
now.” Havel said, adding as a 
qualification that there were a 
“number of links from the past 
that can't be broken overnight.” 

In September 1933, Czechoslo- 
vakia was forced at the four- 


power Munich conference be- 
tween Britain. France, Germany 
and Italy tc hand over territory 
claimed by Nazi Germany. Hitler 
nonetheless invaded Czechoslo- 
vakia on March 15. 1,959 and rode 
in triumph through Prague. 

Havel! whose first trip abroad 
as president last mon:h included a 
symbolic visit to Munich, will 
greet West German President 
Richard von Weizsaecker in Pra- 
gue or. the 51st anniversary of the 
invasion. 

“I invented this date myself 
because it seemed very appropri- 
ate. I like symbols in politics,” 
Havel said. 

"Hitler came here as a messen- 
ger of war and violence and 
brought horrors for the whole 
world... Mr. von Weizsaecker is a 
man of peace, a philosopher, a 
scholar.” 

Havel said the West German 
president’s visit “should be the 
end of all we have experienced in 
the past, the signal that we are 
beginning to live with this impor- 
tant neighbour of ours in entirely 
new relations.” 
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Space shuttle Jauncfted after delays 

CAPE CANAVERAL (Rj — After five postponements due to 
bad weather, illness and a computer problem, the U.S. space 
shuttle Atlantis finally thundered into space on a secret mission 
Wednesday with a crew of five military officers. The shuttle, 
reported to be carrying 2 spy satellite that would help check 
Soviet compliance with arms control treaties, took off at 2.50 a.m. 
(0750 GMT). “It looked good. ’’ said U.S. Air Force spokesman 
Captain Marty Hauser after the launch, the fourth night liftoff in 
24 shuttle fiiehis. The National Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration I NAS At and the Defence Department planned to impose 
a news blackout on tee mission until about one hour before it is 
scheduled to Sind. Previous military missions have lasted about 
four days. Launch official? stressed relief at the successful 
iaunch aiter the delays which cost NASA about $3 million. 

Exxon Injected over Alaska oil spill 

WASHINGTON (Rl — A federal grand jury in Alaska indicted 
Exxon Corp and its shipping subsidiary on five criminal charges in 
connection with last year's Alaskan oil spill, the worst in U.S. 
history. The indictment, announced in Washington by Attorney 
General Dick Thornburgh, means Exxon could face fines of at 
leas: 5640 million if convicted on all charges. The indictment was 
r?rumed after lengthy negotiations between the Justice Depart- 
ment and the oil giant over a possible pica bargain collapsed. The 
supertanker Exxon Valdes ran aground on a reef in Alaska’s 
rrsncc William Sound on Marc;; 24. 1939. .'.pilling II million 
gallons ,'42 million hires) oil. Exxon has already spent more 
than $2 billion to clean up the spill that destroyed some 1 .600 
kilometres of coastline smd killed thousands of animals. 

U.S., EC pledge closer ties 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United Stales and the European 
Community, confronted by an earthquake of change in Eastern 
Europe, have agreed to build up a much closer political 
relationship with twice-ycarly summits. President George Bush, 
clearly eager to maintain U.S. influence in a fast-changing 
Europe, signalled a new era in Washington's dealings with the 
12-nation Community after tniks with Irish Prime Minister 
Charles Haughty. “The United Slates will remain a European 
power.” Busn said after pledging to stage iwice-venriy summits 
with the European leader currently heading the 12-nation 
Community. The post rotates even six months. Ireland is the 
present EC president and Huughey said after his turning-point 
talks with 3ush: “Wc are building a broader bridge across the 
Atlantic. " Tne two also agreed Tuesday that U.S. ""Secretary of 
Slate James Baker would stage talks every sis months with the 12 
EC foreign ministers. 


MANILA (AP) — Attorneys for 
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile asked the 
supreme court Wednesday to free 
the opposition lawmaker, 
arrested on "rebellion with mur- 
der” charges in connection with 
last December’s failed coup. 

Enrile. who played a key role 
in bringing President Corazon 
Aquino to power, was held over- 
night at the National Bureau oi 
Investigation and transferred ear- 
ly Wednesday to the city's north- 
ern police district headquarters in 
suburban Quezon City. 

The opposition accused 
Aquino of trying to stifle dissent. 
Military dissidents claimed the 
arrest of one of the administra- 
tion's sharpest critics was a pre- 
lude to martial law. 

In a petition filed Wednesday, 
Enrile’s law partner, Renato 
Cayetano. claimed the arrest was 
illegal and violated the senator's 
rights. He asked the court to free 
him. 

Court officials said no hearing 
bad been scheduled. 

Enrile. among seven people 
indicted Tuesday, denied any role 
in the coup attempt Grom Dec. 
1-9. in which at least 113 people 
were killed and more than 600 
wounded. 

He is the most prominent fi- 
gure charged in any of the six 
coup attempts since Aquino was 
swept to power in February 1986 
by the “people power" upriang 
that drove the late President Fer- 
dinand Marcos into exile. 

Enrile was defence minister 
under Marcos, but turned against 
him and led the military mutiny 
that prompted the uprising. He 
kept the post under Aquino, bnt 
she fired him in November 1986 
after a coup attempt by his fol- 
lowers. 


BANGKOK (R) — Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas said Wednesday 
they bad captured 10 Vietnamese 
soldiers, saying this proved Hanoi 
was still directly involved in the 
Cambodian war. 

Khmer Rouge radio broadcast 
what it said was the voice of a 
Vietnamese officer. 

Giving his name as Major 
Nguyen Young Tan, the officer 
said he left Cambodia in a Viet- 
namese pull-out last September 
and was sent back three mouths 
later. 

Hanoi bad hoped the with- 
drawal — still to be independent- 
ly verified — would help end 
years of isolation Grom the West. 

The United States and many 
other governments said Vietnam 
illegally occupied Cambodia after 
invading in December 1978 to 
oust the fanatical Khmer Rouge 
regime. They have refused to 
recognise the Phnom Penh gov- 
ernment on the grounds it was 
installed by Hanoi. 

Many Western politicians ex- 
pressed fears the Khmer Rouge 
could sweep back into power 
after the weakened Phnom Penh 
army was left to fight on its own. 

The guerrillas went on the 
offensive and extended the 
meagre territory they held. Gov- 
ernment troops hit back last 
week, retaking some areas of 
northwest Cambodia . 

The Khmer Rouge and their 


non-Coramunist allies said hun- 
dreds of Vietnamese took part in 
the assault. They described them 
as mercenaries dressed in 
Cambodian uniforms. 

A Khmer Rouge statement 
said they were used as reinforce- 
ments or “served as backbones of 
various units” of the Phnom Penh 
government. 

It said nearly 20,000 Viet- 
namese troops returned to Cam- 
bodia in the three months follow- 
ing the pull-out and 1.200 more 
entered in February. 

The man who identified him- 
self as Major Nguyen was cap- 
tured in B attain bang province 
earlier this month. The Khmer 
Rouge have been trying to dose 
in on the strategic city of Battain- 
bang the loss of which would be a 
serious blow to Phnom Penh. 

Western diplomats in Bangkok 
said they suspected Vietnamese 
involvement in the latest fighting 
but had no confirmation. 

Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, speaking to an interna- 
tional peace conference under 
way this week in Jakarta, said the 
Vietnamese withdrawal had re- 
moved a major stumbling block 
to a settlement fo the 11-year-old 
war. 

The Khmer Rouge and its 
allies, accusing Vietnam of col- 
onising its traditional enemy, said 
Vietnamese interference was pre- 
venting progress. 


An Australian proposal for the 
United Nations to play a domi- 
nant role in ending Cambodia's 
II years of war appeared to have 
gained some ground at peace 
talks in Jakarta Wednesday. 

The Khmer People’s National 
Liberation Front {KPNLF*. one 
of three guerrilla factions pitted 
against the Hanoi-backed Phnom 
Penh government, said it would 
r ‘<sive a decision on a U.N. role to 
Indonesia and France, co-chair- 
men of the Jakarta peace talks. 

“We, the KPNLF, put our trust 
in the co-chairman on the role of 
the U.N.... whatever they want 
to do to enhance the role of the 
U.N. to bring peace to Cambo- 
dia," a spokesman told Reuters. 

He was speaking on the last 
day of the informal talks which 
have centered on the U.N. effec- 
tively taking charge in Cambodia 
until elections can be held. 

“We have given everything to 
the U.N..” the spokesman said. 

The KPNLF decision appeared 
to be the first move by the guer- 
rillas to concede on the issue of 
letting the U.N. and the co- 
chairmen decide to extent of the 
world body's rule- 

Australian delegates attending 
the three-dav talks said the 
K3?NLF had effectively given up 
its longstanding demand that the 
four warring factions form an 
interim administration after a set- 
tlement. 


100 die in Indian election violence 


PATNA, India (R) — At least 
100 people were killed in a wave 
of election violence across Bihar, 
reports Grom around the volatile 
north Indian state said 
Wednesday. 

The state government in the 
capital Patna said it could confirm 
only 38 deaths in Tuesday's elec- 
tions to the state assembly but 
that the toll would rise with offi- 
cial reports still awaited from 
many areas. 

Journalists and politicians 
around the state said 100 were 
killed, most in violence between 
rival party supporters fighting for 
control of polling booths. 

There was scattered violence in 
some of the other seven states 
that voted for their assemblies 
Tuesday, but nothing on the scale 
of that in Bihar. 

Police said rival supporters 
used guns and bombs against 
each other. Two election officials 
and two candidates from former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's 
Congress Party were arrested on 
charges of attempted rigging, 
they added. 

At least 12 people were killed 
in Bihar during an election cam- 
paign that was unusually passion- 
ate following a Congress defeat, 
for only the second time since 
independence from Britain in 
1947, in national elections last 


November. 

The state elections were the 
first major test of popularity for 
the three-month-old government 
of Prime Minister Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh and seen widely as 
crucial to the political future of 
arch-rival Rajiv Gandhi. 

Most political analysts and an 
opinion poll predicted embarras- 
sing defeats in ail eight states for 
Congress, which was routed in 
November in the Hindi-speaking 
north that dominates Indian poli- 
tics. 

The one state where analysts 
thought Congress might do better 
than expected was the impover- 
ished state of Bihar, where mur- 
der is common and crime often 
mingles with politics. 

The government had flooded 
the state with thousands of extra 
security men to prevent a repeti- 
tion of the violence in the general 
elections, the nation's bloodiest 
in which over 100 people were 
killed. 

If the predictions of defeats 
proved accurate for Congress, 
which ruled all eight states that 
voted Tuesday, Gandhi’s political 
future would be in doubt, politic- 
al analysts said. 

There is widespread grumbling 
within Congress over Gandhi's 
leadership and the failure to 


change his style following the 
general election defeat. 

Insiders complain that Gandhi 
is still very difficult to get to 
meet, that he remains out of 
touch with people and that he has 
not overhauled a party machinery 
in dire need of diange. 

Poor morale at grassroots level 
and in-fighting at the top were 
significant factors in the party ’s 
performance last November. 

Many analysts say they expect 
moves to dump Gandhi if he has 
led the party to more defeats in 
the state elections. 

The big winner was expected to 
be the rightwing Hindu Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) which won S8 
parliamentary seats in Novem- 
ber, up from just two. and is 
crucial to Singh's survival. 

It supports his government 
from outside, along with ideolo- 
gical enemies from Marxist par- 
ties, despite profound policy dif- 
ferences with the trenchantly 
secular Singh. 

Very early trends showed the 
BJP leading in the Hindi-belt 
states of Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan and Singh's Janata Dal 
ahead in Orissa in the east and 
Gujarat in the west. 

Only in the small southern 
territory of Pondicherrv was Con- 
gress in front. 


Lithuanians seek to stall Moscow 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Separ- 
atists in Soviet Lithuania aim to 
head off a possible Moscow veto 
on independence by convening a 
meeting of their new parliament 
first. 

A second round of voting in 
elections originally set for March 
10 has been brought forward by a 
week in 20 districts, the vice- 
chairman of the electoral com- 
mission, Vaclavas Litvinas, said 
Wednesday. 

This enables parliament to 
meet next week in advance of a 
session of the Soviet Union’s sup- 
reme legislature, the Congress of 
People’s Deputies, which is ex- 
pected to give President Mikhail 
Gorbachev new powers that 
could be used to block moves to 
independence. 

In the first multi-party poll in 
Soviet history last Saturday, 
candidates backed by the pro- 
independence Sajudis movement 
swept the board in the first round 
of elections to the Lithuanian 
parliament. 

But in 51 districts 00 single 


candidate won an outright major- 
ity, forcing a revote. Parliament 
can be convened only after two- 
thirds of all deputies are elected. 

Algimants Cekuolis, a Sajudis 
deputy, said: “The congress will 
confirm Gorbachev as president 
when it meets on March 12, 
giving him new powers including 
the power to declare a state of 
emergency.” 

Cekuolis predicted parliament 
would meet a few days after the 
second round. 

Land bill approved 

The Soviet legislature on 
Wednesday approved a landmark 
bill that would allow citizens to 
acquire land and bequeath it to 
their children for the first time 
since peasants were stripped of 
their farms in the 1939s. 

But the law stops short of 
legalising fail private ownership 
of property by strictly fortadding 
the sale of land. Under the new 


law. plots only can be (eased and 
lease prices will be set by the 
state. 

Hie measure is one of a pack- 
age designed to give force of law 
to the economic and social re- 
forms championed by Gor- 
bachev. The official news agency 
TASS called it “a major legal 
document of Soviet economic re- 
form.” 

State ownership of land, en- 
shrined in the Soviet constitution, 
has been a cornerstone of Soviet 
communism since the 1917 re- 
volution. But Soviet reformists 
and economists have called repe- 
atedly for allowing private own- 
ership as a way of spurring econo- 
mic growth in the troubled 
country. 

By altering the constitution and 
allowing peasants working on col- 
lective or state farms to acquire 
plots and turn it into their own 
hereditary property, the Kremlin 
leadership hopes to raise farm 
productivity, which is notoriously 
low on collective and state-owned 

farms. 


E. German army 



BRUSSELS (R) — East Ger- 
many's armed forces, the pride of 
the Warsaw Pact until just a few 
months ago, are falling apart as 
men desert in their thousands and 
discipline collapses, NATO 
sources say. 

“The East German army has 
stopped functioning as a military 
machine,” said one senior NATO 
official with access to detailed 
intelligence reports. “It is amaz- 
ing — unlike anything else in 
Eastern Europe.” 

The Western alliance estimated 
that the National People’s Army 
(NVAK which had 173,000 men 
until the Berlin Wail came down 
last November and was rigidly 
tied to Communist ideology, has 
now shrunk by almost half to 
around 90,000, 

“Soldiers are simply not turn- 
ing up for work, some have emi- 
grated to the West, othes have 
gone to take jobs elsewhere in the 
country. A lot of them feel the 


army is useless. That famous Ger- 
man discipline has gone," 
another source said. 

Last week, a battalion of East 
German soldiers refused (0 take 
part in an exercise led by some of 
the 380,000 Soviet troops still 
based in East Germany, the 
source said. 

Senior officers had to cast 
around for some time before they 
found a unit willing to partici- 
pate. 

Some units have been officially 
taken off active duty to fill gaps in 
the country's industry, but 
thousands of soldiers have simply 
quit on their own initiative. 
NATO sources said. 

In East Berlin. East German 
government spokesman Wolf- 
gang Meyer said he had no 
information on the NATO intelli- 
gence reports and referred 
queries to the Defence Ministry, 
where spokesmen were not im- 
mediately available for commenL 

Officers have left for West 


Germany and applied for admis- 
sions in the *50, 000-strong Bun- 
deswehr. The East German chief 
of staff, Lieutenant-General 
Manfred Graetz, has said they 
should be considered deserters. 

Army protest strikes erupted in 
January over strict discipline, 
spartan barrack conditions and 
the 18-month period of compul- 
sory military service. 'Hie author- 
ities have promised to consider 
the demands. 

With their country heading to- 
wards unification with West Ger- 
many after 40 years of discredited 
Communist rale and the Warsaw 
Pact no longer ruled with a rod of 
iron from Moscow, many East 
German soldiers feel chat the 
ground has been cut from under 
them. 

East German Defence Minister 
Theodor Hoffman called last 
week for a new combined armv of 
about 150,000 with limited fire- 
power to serve a united Ger- 
many. 


“The other Eastern European 
states now have governments 
with a certain legitimacy and the 
armed forces there feel they have 
a reason to exist. So they have 
i tmamed intact to a large ex- 
tent.” said one NATO diplomat. 

“That is not the case with East 
Germany.” 



Communist Prime Minister 
Hans Modrow is leading a gov- 
ernment of all parties and opposi- 
tion groups untfl free elections on 
March 18. The economy is on the 
verge of collapse. Around 2,000 
East Germans still head West 
each day. 

Until the Berlin Wall fell. East 
Germany's armed forces were 
among the most disciplined, 
loyal, well-equipped and thor- 
oughly trained in the Warsaw 
Pact. 

The two German states are the 
frontline stales for both blocs and 
among the most heavily milifa- 
twed areas in the world* 



Bio csrnivsi ends 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Rio 
has ended is annual carnival on . 5 
high note despite an increase ic 
the numbs; o! murders during the 
glittering extravaganza. The 
sprawling city, burdened by 
AIDS, hyperinflation and violent 
crime, forgoi its problems ir 3 
crescendo of bands and dazzling 
displays. Bur ioca! newspaper?, 
reported 84 murders in greater 
Rio between Saturday and Mon- 
day afternoon — up from the 5? 
Iasi year during the full five days 
of carnival. Another young man 
died when a float he was pushing 
hit an overhead cable. Tne two- 
day parade wound up early Tues- 
day as the iast eight samba 
schools made their way down the 
Sambadrcme on elaborate floats, 
decked tn flamboyant costumes. 
A ban by the League of Samba 
Schools on raiai nudity this year 
was not exactly defied, but hun- 
dreds of kcandily-clad women 
swayed and spar, to the hypnotic- 
beat of the iamb 3 drams along 
Che route. Most of the 2G.OQG 
spectators remained on their 
throughout the 12-hour 
marathon. Floats of Indians 
standing 13 metres high, bikini- 
clad girls emerging from giant 
bananas and skulls caugh: in a 
budge spider web were some of 
the most striking im;ige> of the 
parade. The spectacular display 
contrasted starkly wish the often 
harsh reality of life in Rso. Bui 
inside the Sambadrome. specta- 
tors and participants ’alike 
thought only of having a good 
time. “When I samba 1 forget 
everything. I forget my problem?. 

I forget Brazil’s problems.'' said 
Maunrio Dias, a member oi the 
Santa Cruz Samba School. 

$42,539 tossed 

m the trash 

NEWPORT BEACH. California 
(AP) — It is not even day th.:: a 
bank tosses S42.500 into the trash 
— even in this trendy community. 
“We're sort of einbarr.wscd.” 
Great American Bank spokes- 
man Brian Luscomb said, a day 
after the windfall was recovered 
from a municipal trash truck that 
had hauled it’ away. “It was un 
accident and we're really not 
cocnr.cn ting much beyond that.” 
said Luscomb. who added that a 
bank employee whose name was 
not released put the money in the 
wrong container. When the gar- 
bage truck got to the dump, 
officials there had been warned 
about the missing cash, and they 
had the driver take his load in a 
city yard instead. The garbage 
was dumped there and municipal 
employees dug through the trash 
until they found the cash. The 
dry's trash collectors must iiy to 
track down the owners of expen- 
sive items but can keep lesser 
ones, said General Services . 
Director David Niedcrhaus. 

Beauty contestants 
upset over alleged 
pr e - p f c k ! n g of 
winner 

TEL AVTV i AP» — Contestants 
in Israel's national beauty 
pageant were in tears Tuesday 
after a daily newspaper named a 
winner allegedly picked by the 
judges ahead of the final event. 
The Hadashot newspaper wrote 
that the 11-judge panel had 
chosen 18-year-oid jvonna Xrag- 
liak, a Soviet immigrant, as 
Israel's new beauty queen after 
interviewing the 20 candidate* 
Saturday. The pageant is spon- 
sored by the mass circulation 
newspaper Yediol Ahronot. one 
of Hadashot's competitors. 
Pageant organiser Rachci Given 
denied the Hadashot story, 
saying that the judges would 
make their decision on;v after 
final evening gown and bathing 
suit competitions Tuesday night 
in Tel Avid. 
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